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reopening slowly
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at courthouse
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blend for meals
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The Paris Public Library 
plans to reopen its main 
rooms, encourages social 
distancing among patrons.
CALENDAR, 2A

Edgar County Humane 
Association volunteers 
rescue three kittens from 
the courthouse lawn just 
before a storm hits. 
NEWS, 3A

Brigadier general Milton 
Alexander was a veteran 
of the Black Hawk War, a 
friend of Lincoln’s and a 
force of progress in Paris.  
HISTORY, 3B

Diced mushrooms are a 
filling, nutritious and tasty 
way to supplement ground 
beef in meals.  
C’EST LA VIE, 1B

Join the conversation with 
us on Facebook! Search 
for The Prairie Press and 
“like” us.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Big changes are coming to 
the Edgar County Emergency 
Telephone System Call Cen-
ter as the county’s 911 system 
moves to Next Generation 
9-1-1 (NG911), according to 
Nanette Crippes, the county’s 
911 director.

The estimated $300,000 
project — which includes 
new equipment and training 
— will move the 911 call cen-
ter from its present location 
in the front reception area of 
the Edgar County Jail to the 
911 addition at the jail, which 
is now being used by Edgar 
County Sheriff Jeff Wood and 
deputies.

The local cost of the project 
— which is required by the 
state — was reduced by near-
ly two-thirds when Crippes 

successfully wrote a grant for 
$196,299.37 to help cover the 
cost of equipment and train-
ing.

“It was the first time I’d 
written a grant, so we are very 
excited about the outcome,” 
she said.

The 911 system started de-
veloping in the 1950s in other 
locations but was not imple-
mented in Edgar County until 
much later. Chances are ev-
eryone knows someone who 
has used 911 in a life-threat-
ening situation. The county 
911 center has been located at 
the Edgar County Jail since its 
inception, Crippes explained, 
including when an addition 
was constructed at the rear of 
the jail for the 911 call center.

“We are moving back into 
that addition because there is 
no room for the new equip-

ment in the present location in 
the reception area of the jail,” 
Crippes said. The NG911 in-
cludes several large monitors 
and other equipment.

The new system utiliz-
es Geographic Information 
System (GIS) provding the 
framework for gathering, 
managing and analyzing data. 
Rooted in the science of ge-
ography, GIS integrates many 
types of data, analyzing spa-
tial location and organizing 
layers of information into vi-
sualizations using maps and 
3D scenes. With this unique 
capability, GIS reveals deeper 
insights into data, such as pat-
terns, relationships and situ-
ations — helping users make 
smarter decisions.  

In the case of Edgar Coun-
ty, Crippes said every building 
in the county will be identi-

fied as part of the NG911 sys-
tem. GIS came to the county 
through the Edgar County 
Highway Department and 
now resides in the office of 
Edgar County Supervisor of 
Assessments Dena Hasler.

Crippes —who is currently 
training on the NG911 sys-
tem — said the new system 
will provide local intelligence 
to first responders helping 
them to where they need to be 
and better respond. GIS helps 
911 systems and Public Safe-
ty Answering Point (PSAP) 
personnel identify dispatch-
able addresses more quickly 
during unfolding events. The 
platform accurately displays 
available resources and pro-
vides first responders and call 
centers with more reliable 
routes, reducing emergency 
response times and saving 

lives.
Once installed and imple-

mented, Crippes said the new 
system will provide accurate 
and dispatchable locations to 
improve response. Real-time, 
smart GIS maps help emer-
gency medical services per-
sonnel, police officers and 
firefighters get to those in 
need fast — and with com-
plete situational awareness.

Crippes said today’s cell 
phones have mostly replaced 
land lines as the method of 
contacting 911. “Sometimes 
a caller doesn’t know where 
they are located,” she said, 
noting the NG911 system will 
provide a visual map with the 
exact location of the individ-
ual. 

In addition, the system al-
lows for someone to text the 

Telephone game levels up
9-1-1 call center acquiring Geographic Information System to assist first responders

See 9-1-1, Page 8A

SALVAGING, RESOURCEFUL THINKING MAKE GARDEN

Drew Chittick/The Prairie Press

Kimberly and Steven Trine have made great use of containers in their garden, ranging from window boxes to a 
horse’s water tank.

BY DREW CHITTICK
bradenandrewc@gmail.com

Gardeners Steven and Kimberly 
Trine moved into their Paris home 
a year ago and have had a good time 
getting their garden together with 
the smaller space. “Basically, it’s our 
COVID-19 garden,” said Kimber-
ly Trime. “If he wasn’t off work we 
couldn’t do it.”

Their approach is utilizing sunny 
spaces through mostly container 
gardening.

“When we bought the place, it 
was basically a blank slate,” said Ste-
ven Trine. “[We] went almost all 
containers. We used what we had, 
used stuff we found in the garage or 
people were just giving away. We put 
a plea on Facebook and had a friend 
who raises cattle give us these miner-
al lick containers they weren’t using. 
We have these five-gallon buckets 
covered in burlap sacks that Rural 

King was getting rid of. We just asked 
‘what are you doing with these?’”

Kimberly Trine added an old 
grocery cart found in a shed at her 

grandparents’ home was converted 
into a potato tower. Raised beds are 
in place for pumpkins, cucumbers 

Uncontained gardening

Drew Chittick/The Prairie Press

The Trines’ raised vegetable bed has their own private Eiffel Tower in the 
center of the vines.

See TRINE, Page 8A

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

AND TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

Athletes, coaches, administrators 
and parents held their collective 
breaths for the last two months, 
waiting on the Illinois High School 
Association to decide the fate of the 
upcoming 2020-2021 sports sea-
sons.

On Thursday afternoon, July 30, 
the IHSA —in harmony with the 
governor and the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health — presented 
proposals for each and every sport 
for the upcoming school year. For 
athletes at Paris High School and 
the Tri-County cooperative, the 
fall will be different than any season 
that has been seen before.

IHSA Executive Director Craig 
Anderson stated Wednesday, July 
29, “It was important that we pro-
vide a framework today for our 
student-athletes, coaches, and ad-
ministrators and officials to begin 
preparing for the 2020-21 school 
year. I applaud our Board of Di-
rectors for choosing a model that 
allows every student-athlete the 
opportunity for a modified season.”

With practices set to begin in 
just 10 short days, athletic directors 
across the state are in full-on scram-
ble mode to adjust schedules. What 
most people do not realize is that a 
lot of schedules are set two to three 
years in advance. 

The overriding theme coming 
out of Springfield is that schools 
will face a reduced schedule in all 
sports, with most being limited 
to playing conference teams only. 
Those stipulations are something 
PHS athletic director Creighton 
Tarr can work with.

“I am just happy to have a plan in 
place and that all of our student-ath-
letes are going to get the opportuni-
ty to participate,” said Tarr. “Things 
are going to be different, but we are 
going to make the best of it.” 

Ever the optimist, Tarr added, “If 
you are a football or volleyball play-
er, your season doesn’t begin until 
March. This means that you have 
seven months to continue to work 
out and get better. It’s all about how 
you respond to this, and I know our 
coaches and athletes will be ready 
when their seasons begin.”

As far as scheduling goes, Tarr ac-
knowledged that a lot of alterations 
are necessary. 

“There is a chance that we could 
rely heavily on our Little Illini 
Conference opponents to fill our 
schedules,” he said. “We may not be 
playing the same amount of games 
or participate in any tournaments or 
invitationals like normal, but at least 
it is better than everything being 
canceled.”

Boys and girls golf along with 
cross-country and girls tennis will 
proceed as normal, with their sea-
sons beginning Aug. 10 and con-
cluding Oct. 24. Both boys and girls 
basketball begin Nov. 16 and will 
wrap up Feb. 13. Football begins 

IHSA modifies 
sports seasons, 
coaches adapt

See IHSA, Page 8A

BY NED JENISON
njenison@mac.com 

A major administrative 
change took place this week 
for the City of Paris.

The city council ap-
proved the appointment 
of Brooke Newhart as new 
Paris City Clerk and assis-
tant to City Administrator 
Mike Martin. 

She succeeds Bridget 
Anderson, whose letter of 
resignation was accepted 
at Monday’s city council 
meeting. Anderson served 
the city offices for 14 years, 
starting with Alan Gilmore 
as city administrator, then 
with the return of Paul Ruff 
and more recently with 
Martin.

The brief council meet-
ing was attended in person 
by Mayor Craig Smith and 
Commissioners George 

Griffin and Harry Hughes, 
with Commissioners Steve 
Kemper and Jerry Branson 
participating by telephone, 
currently allowed under the 
COVID-19 restrictions on 
meetings

The council approved a 
continuing agreement for 
electric aggregation pur-
chase of power for utility us-
ers within the city limits. The 
agreement reduces the cost 
to residents for purchasing 
electricity through Energy 
Harbor LLC. A charge for 
the delivery of the power to 
local customers and the city 
will continue with Ameren 
Illinois. Energy Harbor will 
mail notices to all users later 
this year with instructions 
on how to option out of the 
blanket agreement, should 
the customer wish.

Griffin commended the 

efficient work of the Paris 
Fire Department recently 
in containing the residential 
fire on East Madison Street 
that consumed the former 
Glick residence. He noted 
the fire was too far advanced 
to allow entrance into the 
structure, but firefighters 
were able to protect adja-
cent residential property.

An agreement between 
the city and Firefighters Lo-
cal 4393 was tabled to a fu-
ture meeting at the request 
of Commissioner Griffin.

In other business, the 
council extended a lot lease 
at 24 Hickory Drive with 
Trent and Alyssa Homer; 
approved an estimate from 
Brown’s Service Center for 
a street department saw for 
$1,211; and an estimate of 
$8,647.50 from Wabash 
Valley Motor and Machine 

for a new pump at the sew-
age plant.

City Attorney Rich Kash 
announced arrangements 
are nearly completed for 
the city to remove two de-
teriorated houses in the 
500 block of East Wood 
street.

Smith reviewed the latest 
restrictions and safety mea-
sures signed by Gov. Pritz-
ker that now will extend un-
til Aug. 22. He commended 
the response of Paris resi-
dents who are abiding by 
the recommendations and 
pointed out the result is a 
low rate of infection for the 
city and Edgar County.

The next city council 
meeting 5:30 p.m. Aug. 10. 
Any citizen wishing to par-
ticipate should contact the 
city offices for the phone-in 
number.

Paris City Council appoints new clerk
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PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

75   63
Prec: 40%

77  62
Prec: 30%

79   59
Prec: 60%

76   55
Prec: 20%

77   56
Prec: 0%

78   57
Prec: 0%

80   62
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Mostly cloudy and abnormally 
cool and pleasant with highs in the mid 70s 
and scattered showers and storms.

SUNDAY — Partly sunny with additional 
scattered showers and highs in the upper 
70s.

MONDAY — Mostly sunny with highs in the 
upper 70s and showers and thunderstorms 
developing in the afternoon.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .84°/65°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104° in 1897
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51° in 1947

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.13”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.16”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.20”

NORMAL:    High: 84   Low: 65    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 
p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
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Page Design: Samantha Tucker, 

Nancy Zeman
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to residents in and around 
Edgar County, Clark County, 
Douglas County, Vermilion 
County and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

 Copyright 2020 by Prairie Bea-
con LLC. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in 
part without written permis-
sion is prohibited. 
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EVERETT LAU
Weather Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:51 a.m. 8:03 p.m. 7:01 p.m. 3:32 a.m.

SUNDAY 5:52 a.m. 8:02 p.m. 7:49 p.m. 4:31 a.m.

MONDAY 5:53 a.m. 8:01 p.m. 8:29 p.m. 5:34 a.m.

TUESDAY 5:53 a.m. 8:00 p.m. 9:03 p.m. 6:38 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:54 a.m. 7:59 p.m. 9:33 p.m. 7:40 a.m.

THURSDAY 5:55 a.m. 7:57 p.m. 9:59 p.m. 8:41 a.m.

FRIDAY 5:56 a.m. 7:56 p.m. 10:23 p.m. 9:41 a.m.

101 S. Central Ave.  •  Paris
217-465-6381

www.firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317

dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Contact Darla to get started on your home loan!

NMLS #411170

Visit us online and click on

to start the process!

FINANCE A HOME

Home is where your story begins...

We’re here to  
help tell yours. 

Invitation To Bid
The County of Edgar

 is accepting bids for its 
Property, Auto, and Liability 

Insurance. 
Bid packets are available by 

contacting
August Griffin  

Edgar County Clerk
115 W. Court St., Paris, IL.

Ph. 217-466-7433
Or at www.edgarcountyillinois.com

Bids are due in the Clerk’s Office
by 8:30 a.m. October 13, 2020 

The Edgar County Board Reserves 
The Right To Reject Any and All Bids

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Beginning Wednesday, 
Aug. 5, Paris Public Library 
will open most of the building 
for browsing and pickup.  

Hours are Monday 10 a.m.-
2 p.m., Tuesday 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
and Wednesday through Sat-
urday 10 a.m.-2 p.m. The main 
floor and children’s room will 
be open to the public. The rest 
of the building will remain 
closed during this phase.  

Furniture has been rear-
ranged or removed to accom-
modate social distancing. 
There will be no meeting 
room use or library programs 

at least through the end of Au-
gust.

Check-out options include 
in-person pickup of request-
ed items, browsing for and 
checking out books, audio-
books, DVDs, magazines and 
continued curbside services. 
Printing, copies, laminating 
and faxing will be offered 
in-person or curbside. News-
papers will not be available.

Interlibrary loan has re-
sumed but delivery is much 
slower than previously as a 
result of a system-wide quar-
antining of all returned mate-
rials.

The outside bookdrop is 

open around the clock. All 
returned items will be quaran-
tined for four days before be-
ing checked-in. Late fees will 
not be charged.

Social distancing means that 
only two public computers 
are available for use. Appoint-
ments are encouraged and can 
be made by calling 217-463-
3950. There is a limit of 45 
minutes per day, per person. 
No headphones will be pro-
vided and one-on-one staff as-
sistance will be minimal. Com-
puter keyboards and mice will 
be cleaned between each use. 

This reopening plan was 
developed with guidance 

and approval from the library 
board and Edgar County 
Health Department. The 
safety of visitors and staff is 
highest priority. Masks are re-
quired. People exhibiting any 
symptoms of illness are asked 
not to enter the library, but to 
use curbside service or online 
resources instead. 

Should public health con-
ditions deteriorate, health 
agencies advise it, or safety 
measures in the library war-
rant it, the library will return 
to curbside service only.

For more information, see 
www.parispubliclibrary.org or 
call 217-463-3950.

Paris Public Library reopens on limited basis

FREE SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Paris-Union School District will 
distribute free school sup-
plies and backpacks TODAY at 
Memorial Elementary School. 
The distribution for Paris 95 
and Crestwood School District 
families begins at noon. 

EDGAR COUNTY 4-H AUCTION
The Edgar County 4-H Fair 
Livestock and Food Auction is an 
online event this year. It starts 
8 a.m. Aug. 3 and ends at 3 p.m. 
Aug. 4. To participate in the 
auction, visit sconlinesale.com 
and follow the directions.

NO EDINGTON REUNION 
The annual Edington Family 
Reunion is canceled for 2020. A 
Facebook reunion is scheduled 

Aug. 16 in place of the in-per-
son event. More information is 
available at Edington.reunion@
gmail.com

NO ONE-ROOM REUNION
The one-room school reunion 
scheduled for Aug. 9 is canceled 
from concern about the health 
risk to those who normally 
attend.

USED BOOK SALE
The annual Sisters of Provi-
dence used book sale is July 
31 to Aug. 11 in the Foley Room 
at the Providence Spirituality 
& Conference Center. Times 
are 10 a.m.-4 p.m. EDT Monday 
through Friday and 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. EDT Saturdays and Sun-
days. Book categories include 
hardbacks, paperbacks, spiri-
tuality, Bibles, novels, history, 
children’s books, gardening, 
health and crafting. In the past, 
CDs, DVDs and vinyl records 
have also been available. Items 
are not pre-priced, and sales 
are on a donation basis.

LIVESTREAMED SERVICE
The Sisters of Providence 
ecumenical Taizé Prayer service 
is 7-8 p.m. EDT Aug. 11 at St. 
Mary-of-the-Woods. This service 
will be livestreamed for those 
who want to participate but do 
not feel safe doing so in person. 
Join the livestream at https://
spsmw.org/visit.taize/?utm 
source=shortlink&utm cam-
paign=taize.sistersofprov-
idence.org or Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups.519759528586722/

PARKINSON’S GROUP 
Horizon Health’s Parkinson’s 
Support Group resumes meeting 
2-3 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 19, at 
Senior Care in Paris. The group 
stopped meeting for several 
months due to COVID-19. Senior 
Care has moved – from its former 
location along U.S. Route 150 
near Dollar General – to the 
new Life Center building at 745 
E. Court Street, on the Horizon 
Health campus. The Parkinson’s 
Support Group is a free service 

that meets the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month. 
The group is for individuals with 
Parkinson’s disease and their 
caregivers. Family and friends 
are also welcome to attend. For 
more information about the 
Parkinson’s Support Group and 
other Senior Care services, call 
217-466-4170.

CHRISMAN FARMERS MARKET
The Chrisman FFA Chapter’s 
Farmers Market is returning to 
the community every Friday 4-6 
p.m. from June 26 through Sept. 
11. The location is on the east 
side of the city square.

MENTAL HEALTH 
SERVICES REMAIN 
AVAILABLE

In this time of high anxieties 
and serious life-stressors we 
may find ourselves in need of 
mental health or substance 
use disorder services. There 
are some resources actively 
available to our community 
members. Here is a list of such 
resources:
Human Resources Center 

remains open at the Paris and 
Marshall locations for mental 
health and substance use 
disorder treatment. In-person 
appointments are limited, but 
phone and video sessions are 
encouraged for the safety of the 
community and staff. HRC is 
here to help in this difficult time.

118 EAST COURT STREET, 
PARIS

217-465-4118
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm
W: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm
F: 8:00am – 1:00pm

406 N 2ND STREET, MARSHALL
217-826-6212
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
W: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm
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SIGN UP FOR ONLINE PAYMENTS AT

B A N K P R O S P E C T . C O M

SAVE TIME 
SAVE CHECKS & POSTAGE
All YOUR BILLS IN ONE PLACE
24/7 Access ANYTIME,  ANYWHERE
 

ONLINE BILL 
PAYMENTS 
ARE HERE!

ePAY

MEMBER FDIC

 Prospect Bank now offers
an easy and convenient way 

to pay your bills!
 

KEEP MOVING 
FORWARD
ENROLL TODAY!
Fall semester begins August 24. 
Call 217-234-5434 or visit 
lakelandcollege.edu

NOW HIRING
13323 IL HWY 133 – Paris, IL 61944

Onsite Interviews

Every Thursday in July

9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

BENEFITS INCLUDE – 
VACATION, HOLIDAYS,

MEDICAL, 401K AND MORE

Quanex Building Products

S u m m e r  H o u r sS u m m e r  H o u r s

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

SUNDAY BRUNCH AT THE LAKE   
with Chef Kyle’s special brunch menu 
from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. every Sunday

Wednesday and Thursday
11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Friday and Saturday
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

BY DREW CHITTICK
bradenandrewc@gmail.com

The Edgar County Humane 
Association is no stranger to 
rescuing abandoned kittens. 

“In the last month we’ve 
gotten 15 different kittens, 
it’s just that time of year,” said 
Courtney Kemper an ECHA 
volunteer. “We always call it 
kitten season.”  

But the three most recent 
rescues came from an un-
usual place to find strays and 
prompted an unexpected re-
sponse when a deputy was 
called about odd activity on 
the courthouse lawn. 

“He found Courtney Kem-
per chasing kittens,” said Jane 
Asher, ECHA volunteer

Jenny Evard, another volun-
teer, had also been helping to 
catch kittens. 

“We tried to chase them 
down, but that didn’t work too 
well,” said Evard, adding the 
kittens hid in the courthouse’s 
downspouts where they 

couldn’t be reached. Sheriff 
Jeff Wood gave permission for 
the volunteers to set live traps 
in the effort to capture the fe-
ral kittens.

Asher caught one kitten 
without the trap, but that 
came with an important les-
son.

“It had sharp nails and teeth,” 
said Asher. “I checked [the 
trap] every two hours. After 
dark, about a half hour before 
a storm would hit, I checked 
one last time and found the 
other two cuddled together in 
the trap.”

The kittens are staying with 
Asher for the time being, since 
the ECHA uses a foster system 
to care for animals. 

“That’s all we have. We could 
always use fosters,” said Evard, 
noting the Edgar County An-
imal Shelter only has facilities 
to house dogs, and calls Asher 
when cats are left at the shelter.  

Fostering is not the only way 
to help the ECHA mission.

“We can always use more 
donations… food, litter, paper 
towels, trash bags… it goes 
quick,” Evard said.

Adopting one of the strays 
or kittens being fostered is an-
other way to help. There is a 
$65 adoption fee that covers 
some of the costs the ECHA 
incurs for spaying and neuter-
ing, testing for diseases and 
getting vaccines. All adopted 
cats are spayed or neutered to 
help keep the stray population 
down. 

“People think they don’t 
need to fix their male cats. Fe-
males can only get pregnant 
once, males can go all over 
town and do a lot of damage,” 
said Kemper. “If you want [a 
kitten], we’ll pay for them to 
get spayed and neutered when 
they’re older, but you can take 
them now.”

More information about 
adopting is available by visiting 
echapet.org or calling (217)-
251-4563.

BY DREW CHITTICK
bradenandrewc@gmail.com 

With the worst heat of 
summer behind us, and 
most gatherings unsafe, 
people looking to enjoy the 
blue skies while they last 
have turned to bicycling 
for fun and exercise. While 
bikes are great for both, 
there are rules regarding 
the safety of the cycler and 
those around them that are 
worth knowing.

Though pedestrians 
walking on the road do so 
on the left, against traffic, 
bikes are considered ve-
hicles and need to stay on 
the right side. 

“The law pretty well 
reads bikes should cling as 
close to the right side curb 
area as safe and practical as 
they can,” said Paris Police 
Officer Terry Rogers. “But 
if it’s a one-way, two-lane 
road they can stay to the 
furthest right or the fur-
thest left.”

Cyclists also have to 
signal their turns but use 
their hands instead of 
blinkers like a car. To sig-
nal a right turn, hold out 
the right arm. To signal a 
left turn, either hold out 
the left arm, or hold up 
the right arm, bent at the 
elbow. 

“You don’t have to con-
tinuously display the hand 
signals, and you have to 
have at least one hand 
on your handlebars at all 
times,” said Rogers. “If 
you’re carrying a package, 
that makes it impossible 
to keep both hands on the 
handlebars, that would be 

Enjoy bikes and obey the law
illegal.”

Riding at night requires 
taking steps to be seen by us-
ing a white light on the front 
and a red right or red reflec-
tor on the rear of the vehicle. 
Helmets and pads are not 
legally required, but Rogers 
emphasized any safety equip-

ment is a positive addition.
For the most part, the laws 

regarding cyclists and bike 
safety are simple. 

“All bicycles laws are pret-
ty equal to the vehicle code,” 
said Rogers. “If a bicycle is 
gonna be on the roadway, 
they need to know the laws.”

Kittens rescued at courthouse

Drew Chittick/The Prairie Press

From left to right, Courtney Kemper and Abigail and Addison Marshall hold Court, Niall and Jus-
tice, the kittens rescued from the courthouse lawn.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Not much has changed 
in Edgar County during the 
previous week regarding 
COVID-19 cases.

According to the Edgar 
County Public Health Depart-
ment website, lab-confirmed 
positive cases remained at 26 
all week. The probable cases 

increased from 12 to 15.
Probable cases are those in-

dicated by rapid COVID-19 
tests, because the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health 
does not regard the rapid tests 
as accurate. People who get a 
positive on the rapid test are 
still required to isolate for 14 
days and contact tracing is 
completed.

The health department 
website shows 11 people were 
in home isolation Friday, July 
21, and 29 people were con-
sidered recovered.

A change did occur on the 
Friday report. The website 
stopped listing how many 
COVID-19 tests were admin-
istered in Edgar County. That 
number was 1,758 on Thurs-

Local COVID-19 cases increase slightly

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

NEWMAN — EDP Re-
newables (EDPR), developers 
of the Harvest Ridge Wind 
Farm, announced Thursday, 
July 30, that construction is 
finished and the wind turbines 
are producing clean electric 
energy.

According to EDPR, Har-
vest Ridge joins the six oth-
er wind farm operations the 
company owns in Illinois in 
producing enough power to 
supply 412,000 average homes. 
Wabash Valley Power Alliance 
(WVPA) has committed to 
purchasing 100 megawatts an-
nually from Harvest Ridge.

“The acquisition of this 
100 MW share of the Harvest 
Ridge Wind Farm allows Wa-
bash Valley Power Alliance to 
further enable the production 
and development of renewable 
energy,” said WVPA’s Execu-
tive Vice President of Risk and 
Resource, Lee Wilmes. “For 
many of us in the industry, al-
ternative energy is no longer an 
alternative. EDPR has been an 
important partner to WVPA 
and our membership in diver-
sifying our power supply while 
creating opportunities for 

companies to purchase green 
power.”

Walmart is also committed 
to purchasing 50 MW each 
year from the new wind farm.

“Walmart has a goal to be 
supplied by 100 percent re-
newable energy and sourcing 
energy from wind farms de-
veloped by partners like EDP 
Renewables is a core compo-
nent in the mix,” said Mark 
Vanderhelm, vice president of 
energy for Walmart. “Wind en-
ergy is an important part of our 
energy portfolio, and Walmart 
plans to continue our efforts 
to pursue renewable energy 
projects that are right for our 
customers, our business and 
the environment.”

In addition to putting clean 
energy on the grid, Harvest 
Ridge is also an economic 
benefit to the area. 

Over the life of the project, 
the wind farm is expected to 
contribute up to $50 million 
in taxes to support local pub-
lic services such as schools, 
roads, fire districts, libraries 
and others. The wind farm 
will also provide a stable form 
of income to local landown-
ers who have leased land to 
EDPR to host the wind farm 

infrastructure. More than 250 
people worked on the con-
struction of the wind farm, 
and 10 full-time employees 
will continue to operate and 
maintain the turbines.

Now that construction is 
complete and the turbines 
are producing power, EDPR 
is turning construction atten-
tion to repairing roads and 
other infrastructure damaged 
during the building process 
and also to land restoration 
work. 

  

day, July 30. That is about 
10.24% of the local popula-
tion based on a July 2019 U.S. 
Census Bureau estimate of 
17,161 people living in Edgar 
County. Between July 24 and 
July 30 only 70 Edgar County 
residents took a COVID-19 
test.

Douglas County wind farm is operational
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brief furlough before reporting 
to prison and was remanded to 
custody pending release pro-
cessing.
nDestiny R. Bracken, 20, 

Paris, was in custody and was 
charged with a Class A misde-
meanor domestic battery. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed, and the matter was con-
tinued for a first appearance 
with counsel. Bond was set at 
$2,000 and she was ordered 
to have no contact with the 
apparent victim. Bracken was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDevon L. Deweese, 20, 

Chrisman, appeared in cus-
tody on a warrant. His unre-
solved charges of a Class 4 
felony criminal trespassing, a 
Class 4 felony obstruction of 
justice, a Class A misdemean-
or resisting a police officer, a 
Class A misdemeanor violat-
ing an order of protection, a 
Class A misdemeanor retail 
theft, a Class A misdemeanor 
illegal consumption of alcohol 
by a minor and a Class C mis-
demeanor disorderly conduct 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nJames R. Floyd, 39, Par-

is, was in custody and was 
charged with a Class A misde-
meanor violating an order of 
protection. He told the court 
he will hire an attorney. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference. Bond was 
set at $9,500. He was ordered 
to have no contact with the 
apparent victim or the victim’s 
residence. Floyd was remand-
ed to custody pending posting 
of bond.
nAnthony D. Foote, 25, 

Watson, appeared in custody 
and pleaded guilty to a Class 
4 felony aggravated domestic 
battery. He was sentenced to 
63 days in jail with credit for 
16 days previously served, 
two years of probation, a $500 
fine, court costs, various state 
fees and ordered to obtain 
counseling per an evaluation. 
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MON - TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI - SAT      7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN            12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Drive-up window 
available

Fireball 750ml  .............................................$15.99

Southern Comfort 750ml.................$18.99

Malibu 750ml...............................................$18.79

Svedka  750ml.......................................$13.49

All Chi Chi’s  750ml.............................$9.99

Watermelon & Apple Pucker.......................$10.55

Miller Lt & Coors Lt  16oz 12pk can....................$10.99

All Castle Finn
All Lagunitas

10% OFF10% OFF ON SALE 
July 31 - Aug 6

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

SpecialsSpecials  
                           start Sunday

Open Daily 11-9 

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

Ham & Swiss, 
Chips & Drink   

            $6.25

3 Chicken
Sliders

           $5.00

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

The following cases ap-
peared for the July 20 and July 
23 criminal and traffic calls in 
Edgar County Circuit Court:

IN CUSTODY
nWilliam R. Blair, 33, Kan-

sas, appeared in custody of the 
Illinois Department of Cor-
rections and pleaded guilty to 
a Class 2 felony theft charge. 
He was sentenced to three 
years in IDOC to run concur-
rently with his five-year Coles 
County sentence for a Class 
1 felony aggravated unlawful 
possession of a motor vehicle 
conviction. In exchange for the 
guilty plea, the state dismissed 
a Class 2 felony theft of a mo-
tor vehicle, a Class 2 felony 
aggravated domestic battery, a 
Class A misdemeanor domes-

tic battery and a Class A mis-
demeanor interfering with the 
reporting of domestic battery 
charges. He was remanded to 
IDOC custody.
nJeremy Boswell, 23, Mar-

shall, appeared in custody. He 
was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor resisting a police 
officer. The public defender 
was appointed, and the matter 
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel. Bond 
was set at $1,500 and Boswell 
was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nZebulin Bowman, 43, Par-

is, was in custody and pleaded 
guilty to a Class 1 felony res-
idential burglary charge. He 
was sentenced to five years in 
IDOC with credit for 30 days 
previously served, an $800 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. He was granted a 

Criminal cases in Edgar County Circuit Court

IESA reinstates     
jr. high sports 
BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Illinois Elementary 
School Association (IESA) 
reversed itself Friday and re-
instated boys and girls sports 
for elementary and junior high 
school students — albeit on a 
different schedule, according 
to information obtained by 
The Prairie Press.

There is one caveat to the 
new plan. If Governor J.B. 
Pritzker places all schools 
on remote learning, all IESA 
sports will be suspended or 
canceled.

The plan for the 2020-2021 
school year includes:
nPlay shortened regular 

season schedules throughout 
the winter and spring.
nConduct regional tourna-

ments in each sport where the 
state series is a three tier state 
series.
nConduct sectional tourna-

ments in each sport where the 
state series is a two tier state 
series.

The IESA Fall Season will 
last from August until Octo-
ber. Those sports include boys 
and girls golf, boys baseball, 
girls softball and boys and girls 
cross country. Practice for each 
of these sports begins Aug. 3.

The Winter Season is from 
January to March and includes 
boys basketball, girls volley-
ball, wrestling and competitive 
cheerleading. 

According to the plan,  com-
petitive cheerleading “remains 
fluid” with the possibility of 

a later competition instead of 
the scheduled date of Jan. 23, 
2021.

The biggest change in IESA 
season calendar is for girls bas-
ketball which has been moved 
from fall/winter to the Spring 
Season. 

Girls basketball practice be-
gins March 8 with games to 
begin March 20. The regional 
tourneys are set the week of 
April 26. 

Other spring sports include 
boys and girls bowling and 
boys and girls track and field.

The reversal by the IESA 
presents a challenge to school 
athletic directors who must 
now reschedule entire sea-
sons.

Paris 95 athletic director 
Mick Roberts said not only 
will the games have to be re-
scheduled but “the real chal-
lenge is having to hire officials 
for these new dates.”

Basesball and softball may 
begin playing Aug. 15 and the 
season ends Oct. 9. The region-
al tournaments for these sports 
are scheduled Sept. 21-26.

According to the informa-
tion in the plan, it is possible 
there will be no state finals in 
any sport if guidelines do not 
allow.

The Crestwood Lady Eagles 
are the reigning IESA Class 
2A girls basketball champions. 
The loss of a state tournament 
also means a loss of revenue for 
Mayo Middle School, which 
has hosted the 2A girls tourna-
ment in recent years.

NOTICE OF

 PUBLIC HEARING
6:45 p.m. 

Monday, August 13, 
2020

Paris Cooperative High 
School

For the purpose of
 considering the use

of  Health Life
Safety Funds

for maitenance
purposes

In exchange for the guilty 
plea, a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery, a Class A 
misdemeanor obstruction of 
identification and a Class A 
misdemeanor criminal trespass 
to land charges were dismissed. 
He was remanded to custody.
nKiley A. Sanders, 36, Ca-

sey, appeared in custody. She 
was charged with a Class 3 
felony unlawful possession of 
a weapon by a convicted felon, 
a Class 4 felony possession of 
a controlled substance, a Class 
A misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of drugs, a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license and a Class 
A misdemeanor possession 
of a hypodermic syringe. The 
public defender was appointed 
and bond was set at $12,000. 
The matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing. Sand-
ers was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nColly W. Thomas, 39, 

Paris, appeared in custody. He 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 2 fel-
ony aggravated domestic bat-
tery, a Class 3 felony unlawful 
possession of a credit or debit 
card of another person and a 
Class A misdemeanor violating 
a bail bond charges. Bond was 
reduced to $10,000 from the 
original bond of $20,000. 

In another matter, Thomas’ 
unresolved charges of a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine, a Class 4 felony 
aggravated assault of a police 
officer,  two counts of a Class 4 
felony aggravated driving while 
license revoked, two counts 
of a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery, a Class A 
misdemeanor resisting a po-
lice officer and a Class A mis-
demeanor interfering with the 
reporting of domestic abuse 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nRichard H. Wilken, 21, 

Paris, was in custody and was 
charged with a Class 2 felony 
aggravated domestic battery 
and a Class A misdemeanor ag-
gravated domestic battery. The 
case went to the public defend-
er and bond was set at $10,000. 
The matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing and 
Wilken was remanded to cus-
tody pending posting of bond.

CHARGES
nThomas L. Felgenhauer, 

57, Paris, was charged with a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine and a Class 
A misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia. The public 
defender was appointed, and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing.
nSandra A. L. Johnson, 19, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct. The public defend-
er was appointed and a first 
appearance with counsel was 
scheduled.
nMandy L. Mullenix, 39, 

Paris, was presented with a 
petition to revoke her court 
supervision sentence for a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of drugs 
conviction. She told the court 
she will hire an attorney. The 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
nRoxanne M. Rigdon, 38, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
4 felony unlawful possession 
of a credit or debit card of an-
other. The public defender was 
appointed, and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing.
nBrittini E. Rios, no age or 

address provided, was charged 
with a Class A misdemeanor 
theft. The public defender got 
the case. A first appearance 
with counsel was scheduled.
nChristy L. Tingley, 32, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
revoked license. The public 
defender was assigned, and the 
matter continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nHelane P. Baker, 27, Par-

is, pleaded guilty to a Class 
C misdemeanor domestic 
battery and was sentenced to 
four days in jail with good con-
duct credit to apply and given 
credit for two days previously 
served, one year of condition-
al discharge, a $400 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. In 
exchange for the guilty plea, 
the state dismissed a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery charge 
nLloyd A. Blaudow, 30, 

Charleston, admitted a peti-
tion to revoke his court super-
vision sentence for a Class A 
misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of drugs convic-
tion. He was ordered to pay all 
previous financial obligations 
and obtain counseling per an 
evaluation.
nJacob B. Ford, 27, Paris, 

admitted a petition to revoke 
his probation sentence for a 
Class A misdemeanor domes-
tic battery conviction. He was 
resentenced to 60 days in jail 
with good conduct credit to 
apply and subject to a motion 
to vacate, one year of probation 
and ordered to pay all previous 
financial obligations and ob-
tain counseling.  

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nSamuel D. Adkins, 22, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
4 felony unlawful possession of 

credit or debit card of another, 
a Class 4 felony possession of 
a controlled substance and a 
Class A misdemeanor unlawful 
possession of cannabis charges. 
The matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nAlexi R. Baugh, 24, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 3 felo-
ny aggravated battery, a Class 
A misdemeanor battery and a 
Class A misdemeanor resisting 
a police officer charges. The 
matter was continued for a pre-
trial conference.
nJeremiah T.A. Boswell, 

24, Marshall, failed to appear 
in court and is reportedly in 
federal custody. The public 
defender was appointed and in 
Bowell’s absence, denied peti-
tions to revoke the defendant’s 
probation sentences for a Class 
4 felony false 9-1-1 call and 
a Class 3 misdemeanor pos-
session of methamphetamine 
convictions. The matter was 
continued for a custody status 
hearing.
nStan L. Henson, 71, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to two Class 
A misdemeanor driving un-
der the influence of alcohol 
charges. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial conference.
nAaron A. Walker, 38, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 2 felo-
ny aggravated domestic battery 
charge. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.

OTHER MATTERS
nDustin P. Goddard, 40, 

Kansas, was issued a 14-day jail 
sentence with good conduct 
credit to apply attached to his 
Class 4 felony possession of a 
controlled substance convic-
tion. He began his sentence 
immediately.
nDena M. Roberts, 24, Ca-

sey, learned the state dismissed 
a Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine and a Class 
A misdemeanor possession of 
a hypodermic syringe charges.
nJimmy L. Woodyard, 57, 

Paris, was sentenced for a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine conviction to 
two years in the Illinois De-
partment of Corrections with 
credit for 86 days previously 
served. The start of the sen-
tence was delayed until Sept. 3.

WARRANTS
Warrants were prepared 

and issued when the follow-
ing individuals failed to an-
swer the court call: Logan 
J. Biddle, 18, Paris; Bradley 
Cooley, 42, Paris; Frankie L. 
Deweese, 51, Paris; Larry L. 
Plew, 26, Marshall; Daniel 
Talbott, 32, Kansas City, Mo. 
and Cassandra M. Wilber, 30, 
Hume.
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Thomas D. Carroll, Director                                                    (217) 465-6311 
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com                              Fax (217) 465-6312
www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303 E. Wood Street       
 Paris, IL 61944 

Since 1923

“Our family sincerely caring for 
your family’s needs”

Since 1923

  To get Life Saving Information and a 
  FREE BROCHURE, call MobileHelp today!
  • No equipment to buy.

  •  Sign up in minutes. 
Activation is simple.

  •  No long term contract.

Home & Away...Help is on the way!
MobileHelp is the premiere Medical Alert System that provides 

emergency coverage inside your home and throughout the USA.

FREEGIFTW/PURCHASE

*Service availability and access/coverage on the AT&T network is not available everywhere and at all times. Fall Button™ does not 
detect 100% of falls. If able, users should always push their help button when they need assistance. Fall Button™ is not intended 
to replace a caregiver for users dealing with serious health issues. Current GPS location may not always be available in every 
situation. MobileHelp is a registered trademark and Fall Button is a trademark of MobileHelp. Patented technology. MobileHelp 
is an FDA registered company.              MHP-06631A

$$

$$

FREE Emergency 
Key Holder
Get your free

Emergency Key Holder
when you purchase a

MobileHelp service plan.
Offer valid while supplies last.

$2995VALUE!

MobileHelp Exclusive Offer

Call for a FREE Brochure!

1-217-921-5681

Optional Fall Button™ with 
Automatic Fall Detect

� Comfortable and lightweight
�   Signals for help even when 

you can’t press your button*

Rib-eye, Potato, Toast, 
Full Salad & Dessert Bar
Tea - Lemonade - Coffee

VFW Auxiliary 3601
601 W. Court, Paris, IL

VFW Auxiliary 3601

Canceled
Sat, August 8th

Vermilion Volunteer Fire Department 
28th Annual

Pork Chop Supper 
Saturday, August 8th, 2020

Serving 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
KC Hall, Paris, IL

Donation  Donation  

$$8.008.00
Drive-thru

ONLY
Checks can be made 

payable to PCFPD

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

Select Uprights on SALE

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

MARYANN ST. CLAIR
BROCTON — MaryAnn 

St. Clair, 78, of Chrisman, and 
formerly of Brocton, passed 

away Tues-
day, July 21, 
2020, at her 
home. 

A graveside 
service was 
10 a.m. Tues-
day, July 28, at 
Payne Cem-

etery, Brocton. Krabel Funeral 
Home was in charge of the ar-
rangements. 

Mrs. St. Clair was born Feb. 
6, 1942, at Charleston, the 
daughter of the late John Mar-
tin and Myra Elaine O’Kelley 

Gerhardt. She married Rob-
ert Dwayne St. Clair Oct. 21, 
1961, and he preceded her in 
death. 

She is survived by six chil-
dren: Shane (Mary) St. Clair of 
Brocton, Robert (Shanda) St. 
Clair of Arlington, Tenn., Mark 
St. Clair of Chrisman, Sheryl 
(Bryan) Haddix of Chrisman 
and Renee (Val) Prisecaru of 
Champaign; 10 grandchildren; 
11 great-grandchildren; and 
one nephew, Stephen Ger-
hardt of Seattle, Wash. 

She was preceded in death 
by her brother, Joseph Ger-
hardt, and one son: Danny 
Wayne St. Clair. 

Mrs. St. Clair was a member 

CHRIS SNEDEKER  
CASEY  — Christopher 

Brian Snedeker, 56, of Casey, 
died at 4 p.m. Tuesday, July 

28, 2020, at 
his home in 
rural Gree-
nup.

Due to 
current social 
restrictions, a 
private fam-
ily service 
is at Trinity 
L u t h e r a n 
Church, with 
the Rev. Gary 

Fortkamp officiating. Burial at 
Aten Cemetery in Hidalgo is 
accompanied by military rites 
by the Greenup Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post. Markwell 
Funeral Home is in charge of 
the arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Trinity Lutheran 
Church or LCMS Disaster 
Response.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.   

MADGE PERKINSON
TAYLORVILLE — Madge 

L. Geiling Perkinson, 94, of 
Taylorville, passed away at 1 

a.m. Sunday, 
July 26, 2020, 
at Life’s Jour-
ney Senior 
Living, Tay-
lorville.

A grave-
side service 
was 10 a.m. 

Wednesday, July 29, at Oak 
Hill Cemetery, with Pastor 
Becky Lembke officiating. 
Shafer-Perfetti & Assalley Fu-
neral Home was in charge of 
the arrangements  

Mrs. Perkinson was born 
Aug. 29, 1925, at Brocton, 
the daughter of the late Roy 
and Oceola Cash Geiling. 
She married Eugene “Perk” 
Perkinson July 11, 1942, at St. 
Charles, Mo. He preceded her 

in death Jan. 4, 2013.
She is survived by her 

daughters, Dianna Molohon 
and Judith “Judy” Rodden, 
both of Taylorville; grand-
children, Brad (Carrie) Molo-
hon, Beth Peters and Vikki 
Rodden, all of Taylorville; 
five great-grandchildren; two 
great-great-grandchildren; 
several nieces and nephews; 
and two special caregivers, 
Bonnie Collingwood and 
Tammy Morgason Fixsal.

She was preceded in death 
by her sister, Wanda Hill; 
brothers, Leroy and Mari-
on Geiling; and sons-in-law, 
Ronald Molohon and Joe 
Rodden. 

Mrs. Perkinson was a 
homemaker, and she assist-
ed her husband with their 
family business, Perky Tran-
sit.  She was a devoted and 
active member of the First 

United Methodist Church in 
Taylorville, where she was a 
past-member of the Method-
ist Women and active in Sun-
day School. In her younger 
years, she enjoyed bowling in 
the local leagues, flower gar-
dening, and helping with the 
bus business and everyday 
duties.  Later in life, she loved 
attending exercise classes at 
the Senior Citizens Center. 
She was also an avid animal 
lover, taking in many strays 
and nursing them back to 
health.

Memorial donations may 
be made to First United Meth-
odist Church, 200 S. Walnut 
Street, Taylorville, IL 62568, 
or Shriners Hospitals for 
Children, 2900 Rocky Point 
Drive, Tampa, FL 33607.

Online condolences at 
www.assalleyfuneralhomes.
com.

WILLIAM OWEN
The Rev. William Edward 

Owen, 70 of Paris, passed 
away at 8:17 p.m. EDT Sun-

day, July 26, 
at Union 
H o s p i t a l , 
Terre Haute, 
Ind.   

A grave-
side service 
was 2:30 p.m. 
T h u r s d a y, 

July 30, in Oak Grove Cem-
etery. Visitation was private. 
Templeton Funeral Home 
was in charge of the arrange-
ments.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

FRIEDA HANNERS  
CASEY — Frieda Dolores 

Hanners, 88, of Casey, passed 
away at 12:06 a.m. Saturday, 

July 25, 2020, 
at Heart-
land Nursing 
Center.

Due to 
current social 
restrictions, a 
private grave-
side service 

is in Ruffner Cemetery, with 
Pastor John Blaylock officiat-
ing. Markwell Funeral Home 
is in charge of the arrange-
ments.

Memorial donations may 
be made to American Diabe-
tes Association or American 
Cancer Society.

More information and on-
line condolences at  www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.   

MARILYN COON
ABERDEEN, Miss. — 

Heaven gained a special set 
of wings July 25, 2020, when 
Marilyn Childress Coon 
passed away after a lifetime 
filled with laughter and hap-
piness.

A funeral service was 10 
a.m. Thursday, July 30, at 
Krabel Funeral Home Chap-
el, Oakland, Ill., with Lamar 
Pruitt officiating. Burial fol-
lowed in Oakland Cemetery. 
Visitation was from 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 29, at Kra-
bel Funeral Home. Calvert 
Funeral Home of West Point 
Miss., was in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Mrs. Coon was preced-
ed in death by her daughter, 
Amelia, and husband, Fred, 
who is now dancing with her 

once more. A devoted daugh-
ter, wife, mother and grand-
mother, she was a true force 
who never shied away from 
sharing her opinion of NFL 
football or the daily news. 
Anyone who met her can at-
test to her innate kindness 
and ability to somehow never 
meet a stranger.

A native of Oakland, she 
married Fred Coon in 1962. 
After building a life together 
and settling in Charleston, 
they retired to Mississippi to 
be with their daughter Lynn 
Fisher, her husband David 
and grandson Daniel. She 
quickly became a beloved 
fixture of the community but 
never overlooked her friends 
and loved ones in Illinois. 
Her greatest love was for her 
family, and she cherished 

every moment with them. 
And while she will be dearly 
missed, her spirit will live on 
through those precious mem-
ories with family and friends.

Also preceding her in death 
were her parents, Eldon and 
Hazel Innes Childress; one 
sister, Lois Snider; and one 
brother, Rex Childress.

Memorial donations 
can be made to the Strong 
United Methodist Church, 
10337 Strong Road, Aber-
deen, Mississippi 39730 or 
to the Alzheimer's Associ-
ation at her tribute page, 
https://act.alz.org/site/TR/
Events/Tr ibutes-Alzhei-
mersChampions?pg=fund&-
fr_id=1060&pxfid=638823

Online condolence at 
www.calvertfuneralhome.
com. 

BETTY BESS
Betty Lou Bess, 97, of 

Marshall, and formerly of 
Paris, passed away at 7:43 

a.m. Wednes-
day, July 29, 
2020, at Mar-
shall Reha-
bilitation and 
Nursing.  

A grave-
side service 
was 2 p.m. 

Friday, July 31, at Memorial 
Gardens Cemetery. Visita-
tion was private. Templeton 
Funeral Home was in charge 
of the arrangements.

Mrs. Bess was born Sept. 
25, 1922, at Marshall, the 
daughter of the late Hurley 
and Pearl Beulhler Findley. 
She married William “Bill” 
Bess June 7, 1942, at St. 
Charles, Mo., and he passed 
away July 5, 1994.

Survivors include son, 
William McKinley (Sandy) 
Bess of Banning, Calif., their 

children Roscoe Nelson Bess 
and Amanda Lee Ostrum, 
their grandchildren, Re-
bekah Chaves, Connor Bess, 
Emma Ostrum and William 
Ostrum; son, James Allen 
(Mary) Bess of Marshall, 
their children, Jennifer Lynn 
Hicks, Jamey Ellen Kleva 
and Jodi Renee McKinney, 
their grandchildren, Cher-
ub Mohler, Cherish Hicks, 
Kyle Kleva, Keyona Kleva, 
and Tanner McKinney; son 
LCDR Philip Keith (Ellyn) 
Bess, USN (Ret.) of Virgin-
ia Beach, Va., their children, 
Adam Philip Bess, Maj. Dan-
iel William Bess, their grand-
children, Samuel Bess and 
Fiona Bess; son, Robert Lee 
(Gloria) Bess of Mason City, 
their children, Kelsey Nicole 
Bess and Hannah Marie Bess; 
one brother, Don Findley 
of Paris; three sisters, Joan 
Thomas of California, Phyllis 
Meeks of Ohio and Ruth Fer-
guson of Florida. 

She was preceded in death 
by two brothers Mac Findley 
and James Findley; and four 
sisters, Jeannie Henley, Jane 
Dickerson, Bea Stewart and 
Alta Connelly.

Mrs. Bess was a loving 
wife, mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother. She 
was a graduate of the Chicago 
School of Interior Decoration 
and graduated from Marshall 
High School in 1940.

The Bess family thanks the 
caring and dedicated staff at 
Marshall Rehabilitation and 
Nursing facility for their lov-
ing and professional service 
provided to Mrs. Bess for the 
last years of her life.

Memorial donations may 
be made to one of Mrs. Bess’ 
favorite charities, Hopes 
and Dreams, Inc. of Paris by 
contacting Beth Hansel, 217-
251-5712. 

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

SNEDEKERBESS

PERKINSON

ST. CLAIR

HANNERS

OWEN

of St. Charles Borromeo Cath-
olic Church and the Moose 
Lodge, and a former member 
of the Brocton American Le-
gion Post #977 Auxiliary. She 
loved spending time with her 
children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to Haven Hospice. 

Online condolences at 
www.krabelfuneralhome.com. 
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URBANA — Mystery 
packages with unidentified 
seeds have shown up in 
mailboxes across the U.S. 
over the past week. Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension 
horticulture experts urge 
people to never plant un-
identified seeds.

“One of the major risks 
would be the introduction 
of a potential invasive plant 
species,” said Illinois Exten-
sion Forester Chris Evans. 
“Those seeds could also 

Extension, USDA: do not 
plant unsolicited seed packs

harbor pests or diseases that 
could impact native species, 
agricultural crops or desirable 
ornamentals.”

Anyone receiving unsolic-
ited packages of seeds should 
contact the Illinois plant reg-
ulatory official or the Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection 
Service Illinois plant health di-
rector.

Initial USDA reports suggest 
these seeds might be part of a 
brushing scam where online 
sellers send unsolicited items 
and then post false customer 
reviews to boost sales.



Editor, The Prairie Press:
“I went down to the demon-

stration to get my fair share of 
abuse.” The Rolling Stones. 

These Black Lives Matter 
protests have been a long time 
coming. Three decades after 
we witnessed Rodney King’s 
stomping, police are still beating 
and killing black people with zero 
accountability. I’m in a rage after 
each one. 

I asked my wife, “How do they 
contain their rage?” She said, “Ex-
pressing rage is just another white 
man’s privilege. After absorbing 
centuries of such abuse from 
whites, blacks are more saddened 
than outraged.”

Well, sad or outraged, they’re 
on their feet now. And joined by 
many whites, not just in the USA 
but all over the world. Going 
down to the demonstration. 
Being the squeaky wheel.

We’ve all seen the video of the 
casual way that cop kneeled on 
handcuffed George Floyd’s neck. 
His smirking glance at the camera 
made me shudder. If they do this 
with video on, what do they do 
with no video?

When people discuss protes-
tors and violence, they see people 
attacking big box retail stores and 
luxury boutiques (yes, and some 
mom and pop stores). It’s these 
attacks on inanimate objects that 
troubles them. This is perhaps 
understandable since network 
news loves a good fire. But their 
mantra — if it bleeds, it leads 
— got it wrong here. Buildings 
don’t bleed. Black bodies torn by 

state-funded cop violence bleed. 
Commercial property can be 
replaced. George Floyd cannot.

Of course, our capitalist sys-
tems have always valued property 
rights over human rights. The 
former is rigidly enforced, the lat-
ter lazily. Perhaps until now, the 
only time Black Lives Mattered in 
white America was when blacks 
were slaves — property.

In addition to violence, looting 
has to stop. When in 1981, Rea-
gan crush labor unions — but 
sadly not police unions — and 
cut top personal and corporate 
tax rates, large scale looting 
began. 

Working people had $7 trillion 
of their wealth looted by the 1%, 
reducing them from the middle 
class to the working poor. Their 
homes, savings, retirement were 
looted after the 2008-2009 crash 
by predatory banksters. Food 
stamps were looted by the de-
fense department. DeVos looted 
billions from our public schools, 
giving the booty to her pals in 
for-profit and religious schools. 

Medicare was looted of 
trillions by privatization with 
Medicare Advantage. Students 
have been looted by the 2005 
bankruptcy reform carrying debt 
sometimes to their graves while 
Trump waltzed away six times 
from his debts with easy bank-
ruptcy. Asylum and immigrants 
had their children looted from 
them. And our air and water have 
been looted by giant fossil fuel 
companies. Pharmaceuticals, fac-
tory farms, Jimmy’s piggybank, 

etc. Time for the looting to stop.
George W. Bush, that verbal 

bumbler, said, “Fool me once, 
shame on you. Fool me twice…
well…you can’t be fooled again,” 
(Peter Frampton). Don’t be 
fooled by the words “violence” 
and “looting.” We know who the 
perpetrators are and at whom it’s 
aimed. 

Michael Bennett
Vermilion 

President not ‘God’s 
man,’ or a Christian
Editor, The Prairie Press:

Out of all the letters to the 
editor I’ve read, last week’s letter 
asking all Christians to vote for 
Trump stopped me in my tracks. 
Saying the word Christian in the 
same sentence with Trump was 
shocking, but saying Trump was 
“God’s man” was over the top. As 
a Christian, I must respond. 

Perhaps I should share my defi-
nition of Christian. A Christian 
is someone who has given his/
her life to Christ and makes every 
attempt to pattern his/her life 
after Christ — being kind, loving, 
humble, forgiving, inclusive, 
compassionate, with good morals 
and character, valuing human life, 
etc. One should be able to recog-
nize Christ in this person.

Does the president look 
anything like a Christian? Often, 
he belittles others or is extremely 
rude, not only on his Twitter ac-
count but in front of thousands of 
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Lawmakers 
refuse 
meaningful 
changes

Schools are getting ready to start, and parents’ attitudes are vital for kids

We are a few weeks away from lo-
cal schools starting after an abbrevi-
ated 2019-2020 school year because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Administrators and educators have 
worked hard to create plans for re-
opening that are an attempt to maxi-
mize the safety of students and staff. 
Chrisman, Crestwood and Paris 95 
plan to start with in-person instruc-
tion. Shiloh will devote Mondays to 
e-learning with students attending 
school Tuesday through Friday. 

The Kansas school district has 
scheduled a special board meeting 
next week to continue discussion 
about an in-person start to school. 
The Georgetown-Ridge Farm school 
district in neighboring Vermilion 
County has opted to start school 
with remote learning and reassess 
the situation in mid-September. 

None of these plans can be labeled 
as right or wrong. They are what 
well-meaning people in our com-
munities serving as school board 

members have approved in consul-
tation with the professional staff at 
their respective schools.

School will look different than what 
many of us have known. Masks are 
required. Social distancing, where 
practical, is required. Access to the 
buildings will be even more restrictive. 
Some parents have decided to keep 
their children home and use remote 
learning offered by their schools.

It is up to each of us, parents and 
community members alike, to model 
appropriate behavior so our children 
can get back to learning. Let us stop 
politicizing COVID-19, masks and 
other issues. All of the measures 
taken by the schools are there to 
safeguard the health of students and 
teachers as much as possible, al-
though there is no absolute fail-safe 

system. 
When students, especially the little 

ones, hear one message at school but 
other adults saying something else, 
it creates a confusion that interferes 
with the ability to learn in what is an 
unusual situation. Be an adult, wear 
a mask so children understand it is 
not only OK but important to do so. 
We owe it to the children to create as 
stable a situation as possible.

Yes, school will be different this 
year, and many involved with edu-
cation believe schools will be going 
back to remote learning sometime 
within the academic year. All of the 
angst about sports getting canceled 
is misplaced — and distracts from 
the main purpose of school. 

As Chrisman school board mem-
ber Karen Webster said during the 
Unit 6 July meeting: “I have a hard 
time playing sports when we can’t 
even get into a classroom to teach. 
I don’t think we should even be 
talking about sports.”

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Let’s all be adults this year

Current protests have been a long time coming
YOUR VIEW
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Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker made an unqualified 
demand for state Sen. Tom Cullerton’s resigna-
tion after he was indicted on bribery charges. He 

made an unqualified demand 
for state Sen. Martin Sandoval’s 
resignation as a committee 
chair after his office was raided 
by federal agents. He made an 
unqualified demand for state 
Rep. Luis Arroyo’s resignation 
as a committee chair after he 
was charged with bribery.

On the day federal prose-
cutors revealed Illinois House 
Speaker Mike Madigan was at 
the center of a massive bribery 

scheme, Pritzker’s response July 17 was more 
nuanced, a qualified call for a resignation – if 
true.

“If these allegations of wrongdoing by the 
Speaker are true, there is no question that he 
will have betrayed the public trust and he must 
resign therefore,” Pritzker said.

Pritzker in January explained his standard, 
saying he called on Cullerton, Sandoval and Ar-
royo to resign when there was “clear” evidence 
of targeting by criminal investigators. “That’s the 
point at which folks should step aside,” he told 
Springfield political blogger Rich Miller.

The Madigan “if” came from Pritzker after 
federal prosecutors released details about Com-
monwealth Edison agreeing to a $200 million 
fine for a bribery scheme intended to influence 
Madigan and obtain his support on key bills. 
The scheme included $1.3 million in contracts 
and payments to Madigan cronies, as well as 
hiring Madigan’s picks for ComEd jobs from 
meter reader on up.

Madigan’s office was also served July 17 with 
a grand jury subpoena for documents related to 
the federal probe.

Only two Democrats, state Sen. Melinda 
Bush, D-Grayslake, and Rep. Anne Stava-Mur-
ray, D-Naperville, called for Madigan’s 
resignation without “if true” statements. State 
Sen. Heather Steans called on Madigan to 
resign from his leadership posts as speaker and 
chairman of the Democratic Party of Illinois, 
writing:

“Some will argue that the Speaker is innocent 
until charges are filed and he’s proven guilty. 
But those are not the standards that should 
apply to his leadership role. Serving as Speaker 
is not a right; it’s a privilege.

“A leader’s actions must avoid even the 
perception of wrongdoing. Speaker Madigan 
repeatedly has violated that trust.”

Fifteen members of Madigan’s caucus were 
more “iffy” on his resignation, just like Pritzker.

Despite campaigning on a pledge of indepen-
dence from Madigan, Pritzker has repeatedly 
shown deference to the “Velvet Hammer,” 
hiring or appointing at least 35 people from 
Madigan’s “clout list” to jobs of their choosing.

Madigan is the nation’s longest-serving 
statehouse speaker, solidifying his power over 
what becomes law or what is spent during 35 
years in the job. He was mentored in the ways 
of Chicago politics and patronage by the late 
Mayor Richard J. Daley.

Besides the ComEd probe, federal agents 
have for several years been closing in on  Madi-
gan, raiding homes and offices of six people 
with ties to Madigan. An FBI informant was 
wearing a wire during a conversation at Madi-
gan’s law office.

AT&T also received subpoenas this year as 
part of the federal probe of its ties to Madigan, 
with the utility hiring many of the same Madi-
gan staffers and state lawmakers that ComEd 
hired. AT&T’s Illinois president once worked 
for Madigan.

Madigan has weathered other scandals, 
including sexual harassment allegations in-
volving his staffers and allies. ComEd lobbyists 
funneled at least $30,000 to a Madigan state 
and political aide, Kevin Quinn, after he was 
fired for repeated unwanted sexual advances 
to a female campaign worker. About $875,000 
from Madigan’s funds was paid to the young 
worker, her lawyers and Madigan’s lawyers to 
settle the case. Quinn’s home was one of the six 
raided by the FBI.

Illinois’ culture of corruption costs the state 
at least $550 million a year in lost economic 
opportunity, and that’s just the illegal acts. 
Legal corruption, including cronyism, costs 
the state much more and is part of the reason 
Illinois ranks as second-most corrupt state in 
the nation.

Reform is possible, but it requires changing 
the Illinois House Rules that allowed Madigan 
to gather so much power that even governors 
fear speaking out against him. Illinois should:
nStop killing bills in the Rules Committee
nStop letting one person appoint committee 

chairs
nStop letting one man choose who votes in 

committee
nPut an end to shell bills as a way to rush 

major legislation
nStop letting one man decide when to call 

bills for a vote
nPut term limits on the House leadership
Much more can be done to reform Illinois’ 

culture of corruption, but so far state leaders 
seem resigned only to keep things as they are.

(Brad Weisenstein is the editor of the Illinois 
Policy Institute.)
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A couple of days after 
the July 17 disclosures in 
ComEd's deferred pros-
ecution 
agreement 
with 
the U.S. 
Attorney's 
office, 
House 
Speaker 
Michael 
Madigan 
called 
individual 
House 
Democrats to try and re-
assure them that all would 
be well.

According to multiple 
legislators, the House 
Speaker told his members 
that he had done nothing 
wrong and that he never 
did things like recommend 
unqualified people for 
jobs, and fully expected 
that if they were hired, 
they would actually show 
up for work.

One goal, I was told, was 
to prevent more House 
Democrats from releasing 
"if true, Madigan must 
resign" statements.

The gambit failed. By 
the day he had called, four 
House Democrats had 
already said he should re-
sign if the allegations were 
true. Another, Rep. Anne 
Stava-Murray (D-Naper-
ville) went even further, 
saying Madigan ought to 
resign without an "if true" 
qualifier.

And then not long 
after the calls, two more 
HDems released "if true" 
statements, followed that 
evening with an "if true" 
demand from 12 members 
of the House Progressive 
Caucus, eight of whom 
had not already issued 
similar statements.

That makes 15. And 74 
House Democrats minus 
15 equals 59, which is 
one shy of being reelected 
speaker in January, but it's 
unclear what will happen 
that far down the road. Just 
two House Democratic 
men have spoken up. 
As with the 2018 sexual 
harassment crisis in his 
chamber, Madigan once 

Madigan 
must make 
changes or 
retire soon

RICH
MILLER
CAPITOL 
FAX

See MILLER, Page 7A
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again faces serious problems 
with women legislators.

Madigan also informed his 
members that while he was 
fully cooperating with the 
feds, he would be fighting 
these claims because there 
was no quid pro quo. But 
fending off the full force and 
might of a federal prosecutor 
who appears more hell-bent 
on prosecuting the speaker 
than any of his predecessors 
will not be easy or cheap.

The Friends of Michael J. 
Madigan campaign com-
mittee began earnestly 
spending money on legal 
fees in late July of 2017, and 
has reported spending $2.66 
million on lawyers since 
then. Some of that was spent 
on investigations he ordered 
conducted into his own 
political operation regarding 
sexual harassment issues, but 
not all.

Madigan's $2.66 million is 
more than one out of every 
five dollars (21%) expended 
on legal/attorney/lawyer 
fees since late July of 2017 by 
all state and local candidate 
and political committee in 
Illinois combined. Whew.

So, I asked a Madigan 
campaign spokesperson if he 
would pledge to spend all the 
money he raises for the rest 
of this campaign cycle on 
campaigns and not on legal 
fees.

"Not going to have a 
comment," the spokesperson 
emailed me back.

Madigan's most vital job 
is electing and reelecting 
House Democrats, many 
of them suburban women. 
And that costs lots of money, 
but so does a vigorous legal 
defense.

Madigan was super-quick 
to oust others during the 
2018 sexual harassment 
crisis. For example, Madigan 
immediately stripped Depu-
ty Majority Leader Lou Lang 
of his leadership position and 
his chairmanships after wild 
and ultimately disproved al-
legations were leveled against 
Lang, including a prepos-
terous claim that Lang was 
involved with a $170 million 
"bribery" scheme.

Madigan's actions ap-
peared prudent at the time to 
many. But now the shoe is on 
his own foot.

As with the 2018 sexual 
harassment scandal, there is 
no doubt that Madigan creat-
ed this current climate, either 
by design or by default.

How else can you explain 
the willingness of ComEd 
to allegedly hand over a 
vacant corporate board seat 
to the man? Why else would 
ComEd pay millions of 
dollars to a consultant so he 
could allegedly use that mon-
ey to put Madigan's captains 
(and others) on the payroll 
who did little to no work? 
The company's internship 
program apparently had a 
direct pipeline from the 13th 
Ward, for crying out loud.

These things don't just 
happen out of thin air. You 
don't throw one precious 
goodie after another at some-
body unless you believe it 
works. And, hey, give Madi-
gan the benefit of the doubt, 
maybe one thing didn't 
specifically lead to another. 
But you cannot disagree 
that Madigan allowed that 
impression to persist.

Madigan ultimately had 
to admit in 2018 that he'd 
fostered a hostile climate 
for women. To his credit, he 
made things better.

Madigan also created a 
climate that allowed these 
ComEd favors to happen, 
whether he specifically 
ordered those favors or not. 
As before, perhaps  he didn't 
want to know as long as 
everything got done.

And, as before, he should 
admit to this and disavow the 
practice and change the way 
things are done or he should 
seriously consider retire-
ment. It's time to fully bring 
Illinois into the 21st century.

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)
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people. Remember the 
time he mocked the 
disabled reporter? Trump 
has done and said more to 
create unrest and divide 
the country than any one 
person in our history. 

Trump has no ability to 
acknowledge that some-
one might be better or 
smarter than him. Think 
about the way he has 
treated Dr. Fauci, a highly 
respected contagious 
disease expert. Instead 
of taking Fauci’s advice, 
Trump went rogue, and 
eventually left Fauci out of 
news conferences on the 
virus. He clearly has fa-
vored white, wealthy men 
for vacant government 
positions, ignoring diverse 
candidates. 

As far as having godly 
morals, his affairs with 
porn stars and the lan-
guage he has used displays 
no morals of any kind.  

Character? Trump is 
a stranger to true state-
ments. His Twitter and 

LETTERS
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Facebook posts are some-
times taken down because of 
sharing false and misleading 
information. Is that the mark 
of a good, Christian-based 
leader? 

Trump claims he is a 
Republican, but he doesn’t 
resemble the good solid 
people I know who are 
Republicans. Our country 
is in the middle of unprece-
dented chaos, division and 
pure hatred for one another. 
We’ve also had a narcissist at 
the helm for four long years. 
One has to wonder if there’s 
a direct correlation between 
those two facts.

The list of concerns 
Christians should have with 
Trump is indeed long and 
troublesome. I realize the 
author of last week’s letter 
never said Trump was a 
Christian, but if Christians 
are to vote for him, shouldn’t 
he at least share our values? 
When I vote for someone, I 
expect (and hope) they will 
represent me.  

As a Christian, there is 
nothing about Trump that 
represents me. He lacks all 
the godly traits the Bible 

teaches us that are Christ-
like. Calling a skunk a fox 
doesn’t make him one... just 
as saying Trump represents 

Christians doesn’t make him 
a Christian.

Elaine Garwood
Chrisman

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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Attention
The 2020 Edgar County 4-H 

Fair Results
will be published on 

Saturday, August 15, 2020
in a special section of the

This will be a great opportunity to say 
“Thank You” to the businesses and 

individuals who purchased auction items 
the 2020 4-H Fair or recognizing your 

4-Her for a job well done!

Call Cliff Macke at 217-712-0427 
or Nancy Zeman at 573-289-3694

Deadline to participate 
is August 7, 2020 

at 5 p.m.!

1/8 page: $35
1/4 page: $50

Color is FREE!
Add your picture for no extra charge!

9-1-1
FROM PAGE 1A

911 center. “Maybe someone 
is part of a domestic violence 
situation and cannot call but 
can text,” she said. The loca-
tion of the text’s sender will 
be on the NG911 map.

Because Edgar County is 
a rural county, Crippes said 
some addresses may have 
multiple buildings. “With the 
new system, the call will be 
pinpointed to the exact loca-
tion,” she said.

COVID-19 has slowed 
down implementation of the 
NG911 system throughout 
the U.S., including Edgar 
County, and deadlines for 
completing work have been 
pushed back.

Crippes is confident the 
NG911 system will be up and 
running by the first of the year.  

She noted GSI has multi-
ple layers and what additional 
information may be added to 
the system in the future is be-
ing discussed. 

“I know Paris Fire Chief 

Brian Gates has discussed the 
possibility of adding the lo-
cation of every fire hydrant, 
for example,” she said. “These 
types of things can be revisit-
ed in the future once the sys-
tem is in place.”

Members of the Edgar 
County Emergency Tele-
phone System board are Troy 
Eads, chairman; Brian Gates, 
vice-chairman; Ben Luek-
en, treasurer and members 
Dwayne Fiddler, Karl Farn-
ham Jr., Dave McCrocklin and 
Jesse Lewsader.

practicing Feb. 15 with the first 
game scheduled for March 5. 
That season concludes May 1 
with the postseason format still 
to be determined.

A newly added summer 
season features baseball, soft-
ball, volleyball, track and field 
and boys tennis. The summer 
season begins May 3 and runs 
through June 26. Senior ath-
letes will graduate during the 
first two weeks of the summer 
season but will be allowed to 
participate throughout the du-
ration of that season.

PHS head football coach 
Jeremy Clodfelder admits this 
season will be unprecedented. 

“It’s going to be weird wak-
ing up on Friday mornings in 
September and October know-
ing that we will not be playing 
under the lights that evening,” 
said Clodfelder.

While the autumn evenings 
will not be the same, Clod-
felder accepts the current situ-
ation. 

“I feel like this was the best 
news that we could receive,” 
he said. “I think the IHSA did 
a terrific job. When the news 
came down at 2 on Wednes-
day, they were still scrambling 
at 12:30 to finalize the plan. 
The first time that they heard 
the news on the new guidelines 
was when we all heard it during 
the governor’s press confer-
ence.” 

Tri-County Titans head 
football coach Brian Ander-
son has mixed emotions but 
said his team will be ready for 
the challenge when the season 
does start.

"(I'm a) little bit torn as far 
as football goes," Anderson 

said. "The seniors deserve an 
opportunity to play, even if it 
is a condensed season. It will 
be interesting to see what kind 
of schedule we have with only 
seven games.”

Anderson acknowledged 
many unknowns still exist, but 
he and the Titan players are 
ready for February practice to 
start even if it means doing so 
in stocking caps and snowsuits.  

PHS volleyball coach 
Christy Pinkston shared her 
thoughts as her squad will be 
one of the casualties of losing 
games in the fall. 

“The girls have mixed emo-
tions, which is to be expected”, 
said Pinkston. “They are happy 
that they get to have a season, 
but they are a little upset and 
anxious knowing things can, 
and most likely will, change. 
They have worked hard from 
the minute they were allowed 
to do so and are looking for-
ward to playing if they are given 
the opportunity.” 

Like Clodfelder, Pinkston is 
glad the year was not canceled. 

“This is a dedicated and very 
memorable senior group with 
my daughter being among 
them,” said Pinkston. “Four of 
the five seniors have been play-
ing together since sixth grade 
and have been a part of very 
successful teams.”

Crystal Buckler, Titans head 
volleyball coach, is trying to 
stay positive about the devel-
opments. She said it was tough 
learning the season was moved 
to February. 

"My girls have been work-
ing hard conditioning outside, 
keeping social distancing and 
following guidelines for a few 
weeks now and to give them 
this news was hard,” Buckler 
said. “However, I am hoping 

that they follow through and 
allow the girls to have a season 
come Feb 15. I am sad for not 
just my seniors but my whole 
team. Having said that all we 
can do is pray that this works 
out the way it's supposed to."

Coming off the most suc-
cessful season in PHS girls 
basketball history, head coach 
Dave Tingley is also relieved by 
IHSA decision.

“I am pleased that the IHSA 
has decided to make a go of 
high school sports in Illinois,” 
said Tingley. “I know the deci-
sions that they made were not 
easy and that they do not meet 
each sport’s full expectations, 
but there is no one-size-fits-all 
answer. Our athletes now have 
more than just hope that they 
can play and participate in the 
sports they love.” 

Tingley, and the other PHS 
coaches, are cautiously opti-
mistic things will go on with-
out a hitch. “Time will tell if 
these plans stick or if changes 
for better or worse are made 
as we return to school,” Tin-
gley said. “I am optimistic that 
we will be playing all sports in 
some capacity this year. What 
else can I be?”

Second-year boys basketball 
coach Chase Brinkley shares 
his peer’s relief there will be the 
opportunity to play this winter. 

“With everything that has 
been going on, I’m happy that 
the state has at least given us 
a guideline as to how to pro-
ceed,” Brinkley said. “I’m ex-
cited that our boys will have 
the chance to compete in some 
capacity.” 

Brinley added, “At the end 
of the day, we want what is best 
for the kids, and to keep them 
and our community healthy 
both physically and mentally.”

IHSA
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squash to accommodate 
plants that require space. 

“We have our little salute 
to Paris, our Eiffel Tower — 
it even lights up at night,” said 
Kimberly Trine.

She works with the U of I 
Extension, organizing online 
Master Gardening classes, 
and he is a master gardener. 
Even though Master Garden-
er may sound intimidating, 
they both said it is more ap-
proachable than many would 
believe. 

“It doesn’t mean you know 
everything… you just need 
to know how to find out,” 
Kimberly Trine said. “The 
motto is ‘Helping Others 
Learn to Grow.’”

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The COVID-19 response 
has changed some use of parks 
in Paris.

Chris Redman, city super-
intendent of streets, alleys 
and parks, told park board 
members Tuesday, July 28, 
he is still getting calls about 
when the playgrounds and 
beach will open. The inability 
to guarantee social distancing 
or disinfect equipment has 
kept those facilities closed, 
along with the miniature golf 
course.

Other features have not 
changed much. Redman re-
ported the campground at 
Twin Lakes has been full, or 

near full, since it opened.
“Grass and weeds still grow 

in a pandemic,” said Redman 
about the ongoing mainte-
nance needs for all parks.

On the positive side, he 
was pleased to report the city 
parks are not experiencing 
the level of vandalism that has 
occurred in the past. Some 
storm damage did occur. Two 
trees were lost at Twin Lakes 
and a tree was lost at Sunrise 
Park.

He also had some informa-
tion about the future. Redman 
said Ameren is studying how 
to get more power around 
the back loop of the west park 
drive. The long-term goal is to 
increase the amount of energy 

Paris parks are quiet lately
available for Holiday in the 
Park to expand the lighted 
displays in the southwest 
corner of the park and 
along the back drive where 
cottages are located.

Previous discussions re-
vealed the popular lighted 
display from Thanksgiv-
ing to New Year’s in Twin 
Lakes Park is maxed out on 
power consumption, even 
though there is still room 
to add displays. 

Redman does not know 
if Ameren can increase 
capacity in time for this 
year’s event, but he finds it 
encouraging the utility is 
reviewing options for the 
park. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Dimond Bros. Insurance 
of Paris was recently selected 
for The Hanover Insurance 
Group’s President’s Club, an 
elite group of independent in-
surance agencies from across 
the country.  

“The team at Dimond Bros. 
Insurance is committed to 
delivering superior service to 
their customers,” said Richard 

W. Lavey, president, Hanover 
Agency Markets. “With their 
high-quality insurance exper-
tise, they are valued advisers 
to their clients. We are proud 
to partner with Dimond Bros. 
Insurance.”

The Hanover’s President’s 
Club agencies are recognized 
for delivering outstanding val-
ue to their customers through 
their insurance expertise and 
responsive service. Hanover 

Hanover honors Dimond Bros.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. JB 
Pritzker and the Illinois De-
partment of Transportation 
this week announced the 
second of six $250 million 
grants to counties, municipal-
ities and townships to address 
local transportation needs 
through the Rebuild Illinois 
capital plan. 

According to the news 
release, Edgar County is to 
receive $759,596 divided 
among the Edgar County 
Highway Department, the 15 
townships and the commu-
nities of Brocton, Chrisman, 
Hume, Kansas, Metcalf, Paris, 
Redmon and Vermilion.

Clark County is getting 
$646,293 divided among the 
Clark County Highway De-
partment, the 15 townships 
and the communities of Ca-
sey, Marshall, Martinsville 
and Westfield.

Douglas County is getting 
$639,610 divided among the 
Douglas County Highway 
Department, the nine town-
ships and the communities 
of Arcola, Arthur, Camargo, 
Garrett, Hindsboro, New-
man, Tuscola and Villa Grove. 

Rebuild Illinois is the first 
infrastructure program in Il-
linois in nearly a decade and 
the largest in state history. The 
funding ensures continued 
investment in Illinois’ trans-
portation systems and helps 
maintain safe and reliable in-
frastructure at the local level.

“For too long, Illinois has 
relied on legacy infrastructure 
investments without tending 
to them properly to maintain 
our status as a transportation 
hub for the nation,” said Pritz-
ker. “Rather than build on 
our storied history and strong 
foundation, our critical infra-
structure has been allowed to 
deteriorate.”

The $250 million an-
nounced Thursday, July 30, 
is part of $1.5 billion being 
distributed over three years to 
advance municipal, township 
and county projects state-

wide. Eligible projects include 
road and bridge improve-
ments, traffic signal upgrades, 
new storm sewers and bike 
paths, sidewalk replacement 
and other long-term mainte-
nance needs. Projects will be 
selected and managed locally 
with IDOT oversight.

“In Illinois, we don’t have 
just state or local roads and 
bridges, but one system of 
transportation that stretches 
across all modes and involves 
multiple partners working 
together,” said Acting Trans-
portation Secretary Omer 
Osman said. “This funding 
through Rebuild Illinois 
means our cities, neighbor-
hoods and rural areas have the 
resources they need during 
this uncertain time, but also 
enhances quality of life, en-
courages additional invest-
ment and improves safety for 
years to come.”

The local component of 
the Rebuild Illinois grant 
program is distributed via the 
state motor fuel tax formula 
(MFT), which the adminis-
tration claims resulted in an 
additional $860 million for 
counties, municipalities and 
townships in the past fiscal 
year. MFT uses different sets 
of criteria for making awards 
to the various jurisdictions. 

Counties are paid accord-
ing to the number of regis-
tered vehicles. Townships are 
paid based on the total of road 
miles in the jurisdiction, and 
population count determines 
how much communities get.

During previous discussion 
with the Edgar County Board 
members, county engineer 
Aaron Lawson suggested 
committing the $121,048 
allotted for the county high-
way system to extending the 
guardrail project done this 
year through a federal safety 
grant.

Here is a breakdown of how 
the money is being distribut-
ed in this area. 

REBUILD ILLINOIS MONEY 
Edgar County 

Rebuild Illinois money 
promised to local governments

Highway Dept. $121,048  
Brouilletts Creek  $32,784  
Buck                      $26,725   
Edgar                    $39,508   
Elbridge               $35,407 
Embarrass           $41,041 
Grandview          $35,855  
Hunter                  $22,529  
Kansas                  $37,063  
Paris                      $27,223  
Prairie                   $32,772  
Ross                       $28,728  
Shiloh                    $48,146  
Stratton                $20,062  
Symmes                $34,641 
Young America  $41,438 
Brocton                $3,536 
Chrisman             $14,751 
Hume                    $4,173 
Kansas                  $8,644 
Metcalf                 $2,075 
Paris                      $97,065  
Redmon               $1,900  
Vermilion            $2,471 
Clark County  
Highway Dept.  $125,864 
Anderson            $24,967 
Auburn              $12,795 
Casey                    $37,021  
Darwin              $21,626 
Dolson              $23,766 
Douglas              $11,335 
Johnson              $30,632 
Marshall              $24,933 
Martinsville        $39,099  
Melrose              $26,371 
Orange              $34,405 
Parker              $23,883 
Wabash              $65,032 
Westfield              $17,533 
York              $33,989 
Casey                    $30,414  
Marshall              $43,200 
Martinsville        $12,818  
Westfield             $6,601  
Douglas County 
Highway Dept.  $132,809  
Arcola              $50,043 
Bourbon              $38,675 
Bowdre              $45,036 
Carmargo            $28,459
Garrett              $47,139
Murdock              $27,849
Newman              $33,886 
Sargent              $40,756 
Arcola              $32,029
Carmargo            $4,887 
Garrett              $1,779 
Hindsboro          $3,437 
Newman              $9,501 
Tuscola              $49,208 
Villa Grove         $27,866 

partners with a select group 
of 2,100 independent 
agents nationwide, and Di-
mond Bros. Insurance was 
one of only 150 indepen-
dent agencies recognized 
with this distinction. 

Dimond Bros. was 
founded in 1867 and is 
headquartered in Paris, 
with more than 40 loca-
tions in Illinois, Indiana 
and Wisconsin.   

He offered some simple 
advice for all gardeners of ev-
ery experience level. 

“Just go with whatever you 
like, it’s OK if it isn’t perfect,” 
he said. “Don’t be intimidat-

ed, start little and don’t let 
the weeds deter you.”

To learn about the Mas-
ter Gardeners and online 
classes, visit extension.illi-
nois.edu/mg.  

Drew Chittick/The Prairie Press

Steven and Kimberly Trine pose behind their front porch 
flowers, which is primarily her project.
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We’re returning $2 billion to our auto policyholders.

State Farm® announces the Good Neighbor Relief Program. Our auto customers will receive, on average, a 25% credit 
for their premium between March 20 and May 31. No policyholder action is needed. That’s $2 billion in customer savings. 
Because now more than ever — being a good neighbor means everything.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
Richardson, TX

2001270

Terry Elston, Agent
309 N Main Street
Paris, IL  61944
Bus: 217-465-8548
terry.elston.bzjd@statefarm.com

MULTIPURPOSE MEXICAN BLEND HAS MUCH POTENTIAL

Special to The Prairie Press

Ground beef and minced mushrooms are the base for a savory southwestern blend which can be used in tacos, casserole and 
lasagna. 

The speed limit is 70 mph 
on open stretches of Interstate 
in Illinois. Still, some may 
drive 72 or even 80 mph. 

The posted limit is set for 
safety, but it is not absolute. 
A car traveling on the road 
has the ability to speed up, 
slow down and stop. The only 
speed which has an absolute 
limit is the speed of light.

Light seems unique in many 
ways. It is the fastest thing 
in the universe and does not 
have to accelerate to get to full 
speed. A car must go through 
every speed from zero to 70, 
but light pops into existence 
traveling at full speed. The 
speed is so fast that for cen-
turies it was thought to have 
infinite speed, and be able to 
go from point A to B instantly. 
It was in the 1600s we discov-
ered it is superfast, but still has 
a finite speed.

 Newton wrote a treatise on 
light called “Optiks” in 1704. 

He took a radical position 
that light consists of little 
particles traveling as rays 
with a finite speed. He was 
building on the work of Ole 
Roemer who, in 1676, argued 
the speed was finite. It’s so 
fast we see it as instantaneous 
over short distances, but the 
speed becomes obvious over 
longer trips. 

If light could curve along 
the ground, it would circle the 
Earth seven times in a second. 
However, to make a trip to 
the moon and back takes 
five seconds. Enough time to 
open the fridge, grab a cold 
beverage, close the door, open 
the bottle and take a drink. 
For light to travel to Mars, the 
closest planet to Earth, there 
is enough time to watch an 
entire 30-minute program 
before it returns.

 Roemer was meticulous-
ly charting Jupiter’s moon 
sightings when he realized 

light travels at a fixed speed. 
His charts showed the moon 
Io took 11 minutes longer 

to reappear 
from behind 
the planet 
when Jupiter 
was on the 
far side of 
the sun than 
when Jupiter 
and Earth 
are on the 
same side. He 
attributed the 
11 minutes to 

the extra distance and made 
initial speed calculations, 
which he got within 25% of 
being correct.

 How light is generated and 
travels was solved in 1862 
when James Maxwell was 
studying how electric and 
magnetic fields interact. He 
created a single unified pic-
ture to explain all the observa-
tions. He recognized electric 

fields and magnetic fields can 
mutually produce each other. 
A collapsing electric field 
creates a growing magnetic 
field, and when the magnetic 
field collapses it re-generates 
an electric field. 

As the fields interact in 
time they create a traveling 
electromagnetic wave (EM). 
The speed predicted math-
ematically was exactly the 
speed of light. He correctly 
conjectured light is an EM 
wave. In 1905, Einstein built 
on Maxwell’s work when he 
published his Special Relativi-
ty Theory. It was based on the 
speed of light being a constant 
no matter what reference 
frame it is measured. The 
speed in a vacuum is fixed 
with a value of 299,792,458 
meter/sec. 

 To visualize wave motion, 
picture a cork bobbing up 
and down in a pool. Circular 
waves propagate out. Waves 

transport the energy of the 
cork's motion out until hitting 
something. The wave travels 
as the molecules move up 
and down in an organized se-
quence like a crowd doing the 
wave in a stadium by standing 
and sitting in sequence. 

Instead of the cork, substi-
tute a small electric charge, 
and the waves propagating 
are electromagnetic waves. 
If the cork moves up and 
down faster, the waves are 
closer together with a smaller 
wavelength and higher 
frequency. When the waves 
are generated by moving 
charged particles, the same 
thing happens to produce an 
electromagnetic wave. 

There is a problem. Light 
travels through space, but 
how can it travel in a vacuum 
when there are no particles, 
especially between galaxies? 
Electromagnetic waves are 
generated by charged parti-

cles moving up and down, but 
a vacuum has no particles. To 
solve the paradox, theorists 
created an exception by agree-
ing to treat light as special 
so that EM waves can travel 
through nothing. In science, 
every time a special exception 
is created it’s eventually found 
to be wrong. Scientists are 
now re-debating how light 
can travel through a vacuum.

 This is where quantum 
physics enters the picture. 
In quantum field theory, a 
vacuum is never really empty. 
The space is filled with pairs 
of charged quantum particles. 
These pairs consist of a parti-
cle and its antimatter particle 
which pops into and out of 
existence like a Cheshire cat. 
An antiparticle is a particle 
with the same makeup but 
with the opposite charge. An 
anti-electron is called a posi-
tron with a positive instead of 

Physics reveals light may be the universal speed limit

See SULLIVAN, Page 2B
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Two meals from one recipe
FAMILY FEATURES 

Cook once, eat twice. It’s a kitchen 
practice as simple as it sounds. Cook a 
base dish that can be enjoyed today and 
used for an entirely different meal to-
morrow. For example, bake some fish for 
tonight’s dinner, and enjoy fish tacos for 
tomorrow’s lunch.

With so many Americans preparing 
meals at home, the practice of cooking 
once and eating twice can extend your 
grocery budget while also making meal 
planning less stressful and more com-
forting.

Cooking meals that feed the entire 
family is essential, and even better if 
they give you a jump on a second meal. 
Whether your love for cooking runs 
deep or is being newly discovered, keep 
the following in mind when planning to 
cook once and eat twice:

Stock up on staples. Before heading 
out to the store, develop a list of ingre-
dients that can be used for multiple dish-
es. Canned goods, such as black beans 
and corn, are great items to store in the 
pantry and have on hand for a variety 
of favorite family recipes. Other basics 
like corn tortillas can be used in multiple 
ways, such as tacos, casseroles and even 
salads.

Don’t forget produce. To increase 
flavor and nutrition, adding produce is 
key in your planning. Mushrooms are a 
favorite among chefs and home cooks 
alike for many reasons. Traditionally 
known for their inherent umami flavor, 
mushrooms are filling, healthy and 

MEXICAN MUSHROOM-BEEF BLEND

Ingredients
1  medium yellow onion
8  ounces fresh button or crimini mush-

rooms
1  pound lean ground beef
1  tablespoon olive oil
2  cans (15 ounces each) black beans, 

drained
1  package (1 ounce) reduced-sodium taco 
seasoning mix
1  can (15 ounces) crushed tomatoes
1 can (11 ounces) yellow kernel corn, 

drained

In food processor, pulse onion and 
mushrooms to coarse texture. Set aside.

In large frying pan, brown ground beef. 
Drain fat. Set aside. 

In same frying pan, heat oil. Add mush-
room mixture and saute  3-4 minutes, or 
until most moisture has been released. Add 
black beans and mix.

Add beef, taco seasoning, tom atoes and 
corn to black bean and mushroom blend. 
Mix and cook until heated through.

BLENDED TACOS 

Ingredients
1  cup sour cream
6  tablespoons cilantro, chopped
2  tablespoons lime juice
8  yellow corn tortillas
2  cups Mexican Mushroom-Beef Blend
diced avocado (optional) 
shredded lettuce (optional) 
shredded cheese (optional)
salsa (optional)

In small bowl, mix sour cream, cilantro 
and lime juice. Cover and refrigerate.

Warm tortillas in microwave or on 
stovetop according to package directions. 

Spoon 1/4 cup Mexican Mushroom-Beef 
Blend into each tortilla. Top with sour 
cream mixture and avocado, lettuce and 
cheese as desired.

See MEALS, Page 2B

We have our fair share 
of churches here in Illinois, 
but for the most part one 

must exert 
an effort to 
find all of 
them. 

Central 
Illinois 
is on the 
fringe 
of the 
Bible Belt, 
bordering 
it, that is. 
South-

ern Illinois, down Little 
Egypt way, lies within the 
belt on its outer northern 
fringe. The Bible Belt is 
kinda oval-shaped, covering 
roughly the southeastern 
one-fourth of the U.S. Some 
good information can be 
found about it. Just look on 
websites for Bible Belt. It is 
even broken down and with 
maps showing distributions 
for different denominations.

Kentucky is a hot spot. 
Churches there seek atten-
tion jumping out at people. 
I recently completed a five-
day circular swing through 
the Bluegrass state. I never 
saw such a concentration 
of chapels in my life. I’m 
disgusted at myself for not 
keeping tab the first day, but 
I stopped at a Dollar Gen-
eral store on day two and 
purchased a writing tablet.  

Kentucky is officially 
nicknamed the Bluegrass 
State. Fair enough, but if we 
sought a new nickname, I 
suggest the Dollar General 
State. Those stores are 
everywhere, even in rural 
areas between towns. Drive 
the secondary roads and 
check it out.

I jotted names of 62 
churches. Could’ve had 
more, but since there’s a 
First Christian, First Baptist, 
First Presbyterian and First 
Methodist in every town 
of any size, I didn’t include 
them. I was attracted by 
unique names, many re-
flecting the influence of the 
hill country.

Nearly half on my list 
were Baptist, but there 
must’ve been considerable 
disagreement among the 
early Baptists about church 

Kentucky: 
churches 
and Dollar 
Generals

See CODGER, Page 2B

ALLEN
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Do the events of our 
world have readers as con-
fused as I am? Do we need 
to wear a 
mask, or 
are they 
unhealthy 
for us? Is 
the virus as 
bad as the 
news says, 
or are they 
pushing a 
political 
agenda? 
Is Black 
Lives Matter really con-
cerned about the plight 
of African-Americans, or 
are they trying to make a 
political point? What are all 
the protests really trying to 
accomplish? 

I would just like the 
truth about all this stuff 
and nothing but the truth. 
Because the truth gives us 
security, and we all want to 
feel secure.

The Apostle Paul writes 
to the Church at Ephesus, 
a group of people going 
through difficult times, to 
stand firm (Ephesians 6). 
To help them to stand he 
encourages them to put 
on the armor of God.  The 
first piece that we are to 
put on is the belt of truth. 
The importance of the belt 
is that every other piece of 
armor attaches to the belt. It 
is the foundation to the suit 
of armor. Truth is the foun-
dation to life here on this 
Earth and for eternal life.

We all need to be people 
looking for the truth. Truth 
matters. Anything that is 
built on a lie will crumble 
because it does not have a 
good foundation. I believe 
the truth is found in the 
Word of God. It has stood 
the test of time.

In the Bible are the 
words that lead us to a 
God, his Son, and his Holy 
Spirit that loves us. They 
demonstrated that love by 
allowing Jesus, the Son, to 
come to this Earth to die for 
us. There have been many 
people in history to die for 
a cause but God’s plan did 
not allow Jesus to stay dead. 
God resurrected his Son to 
allow us to see that there is 

Armor 
of God 
combats 
confusion

KURT
SPEECE
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HUGE SAVINGS

2005 Mitsubishi
Endeavor

Was $5,985 Now 
$4,985

#G20122B

2007 Jeep
Wrangler

Was $11,985 Now 
$10,500

#G20275B

Mechanic’s Special!

Was $17,985 Now 
$15,905

2013 Lincoln
MKX

#X19173C

1-Owner!!

2017 Ford
Focus

Was $11,985 Now 
$10,631

#B20072A

Was $8,985 Now 
$7,901

2010 GMC 
Terrain

#X20073B

Local Trade!

3rd Row!

2014 GMC
Acadia

Was $13,985 Now 
$12,985

#G20157A

Loaded!

2014 Chevrolet
Cruze

Was $7,985 Now 
$6,504

All-Wheel Drive!

Manual Transmission!

2015 Buick
Encore

Was $14,985 Now 
$13,886

#B20229A

Low Miles!

Loaded!

2017 Lincoln
MKZ

Was $15,985 Now 
$14,813

#B20176C

Low Miles!

2017 Jeep
Compass

Was $16,985 Now 
$14,975

#X20006
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BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

Promo Code: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

1-844-262-9750

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS
OR YOUR MONEY BACK
GUARANTEED!

*The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated 
professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 
41354 License# 99338  License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 
2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 
176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 
Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H 

YOUR ENTIRE LEAFFILTER PURCHASE*

Exclusive Off er – Redeem By Phone Today!

THE FIRST 50
CALLERS WILL
RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL

15% OFF

YOUR ENTIRE INSTALL!
**Offer valid at estimate only

10% OFF SENIOR &
MILITARY DISCOUNTS

FINANCING 
THAT FITS

YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit 
approval. 

Call for details.

5% OFF

PLUS!

ADDITIONALLY

NEW LOCATION!
Parkway ComputersParkway Computers
804 Grandview St. • Paris, IL

Suite #1
Custom Built Computers
Internet Service Available
Quality Sales & Service

www.parkwaycomputers.com
parkwaycomputers2@gmail.com

217-465-4733

NEW LOCATION!

Now Hiring!!!
Focus Workforce Management is 

currently seeking production personnel 
for a large manufacturer in Paris, IL.

• 1st and 2nd 
shift available.

• Pay up to $12.50/HR
Up to $1,100 Bonus

Apply today at www.focusjobs.com or call 317-314-9673

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Always 
Homemade

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636 (217) 251-2636

Hidden Garden will be 

closed the week of 
August 5th-8th

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The July 27 blood draw 
at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall collected 59 units.

Among the donors was 
Caleb Wilson, who made his 
first blood donation. All suc-
cessful donors will have their 
blood tested for COVID-19 

Blood draw collects 59 units
antibodies.

Volunteers working at 
the blood draw were Vic-
ki Wilson, Bev Weger and 
Nancy Englebright.

Lions Club members 
Brad Cash, Norm Wil-
son and Howard Tingley 
helped load and unload 
equipment.

The next blood drive 
in Paris is Aug. 24 at the 
Knight of Columbus Hall. 
Appointments may be 
made by calling or texting 
275-3434. Appointments 
are not required and walk-
in donors are always wel-
come.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

MEXICAN LASAGNA

Ingredients
Nonstick cooking spray
16  yellow corn tortillas
6  cups Mexican Mush-

room-Beef Blend
1  cup shredded, low-fat Mexi-

can cheese blend
sour cream (optional)
chopped cilantro (optional)
salsa (optional)

Heat oven to 350 F. Spray 
bottom of 9-by-13-inch baking 
dish with nonstick cooking 
spray. Place four corn tortillas 
on bottom of dish and layer 2 
cups Mexican Mushroom-Beef 

Blend on top. Repeat layers, 
ending with tortillas as top layer. 
Top with cheese.

Bake uncovered 25 minutes, 
or until cheese melts and lasa-
gna is heated through. Top with 
dollops of sour cream, cilantro 
and salsa as desired.

versatile. Crimini and porta-
bella are excellent sources of 
selenium, an antioxidant that 
protects cells from damage that 
may lead to serious chronic dis-
eases. For example, four crimini 
mushrooms provide 38% of 
your daily recommended value. 
Also, the variety of mushrooms 
contain essential vitamins and 
nutrients, such as vitamins B 
and D and riboflavin.

Make meat go further. A 
three-step cooking technique 
called “The Blend” combines 
finely chopped mushrooms 
with ground meat to create 
dishes that are more nutritious 
while still tasting delicious. 
You can use the process to 
create multiple dishes such as 
tacos, pasta sauce and burgers. 
Mushrooms’ ability to mimic 
the texture of meat makes them 
easy to incorporate, and the ad-

MEALS
FROM PAGE 1B

dition of finely chopped mush-
rooms to meat dishes stretches 
portions, allowing the family to 
enjoy a meat-mushroom base 
two days in a row in two differ-
ent ways in dishes like Mexican 

Lasagna and Blended Tacos, 
both of which include a Mexi-
can Mushroom-Beef Blend.

For more simple and deli-
cious recipes, visit Mushroom-
Council.com.

doctrine. More than 20 
different versions of Baptists 
exist today. Sometimes their 

CODGER
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life after death, eternal life 
in heaven with a God who 
loves us.

I have some opinions 
about the issues that I raised 
in the first paragraph. Some 
may even be true, but I 
know the foundation of my 
life is based on the words of 
the Bible. So when I put on 
the armor of God, the belt 
of truth on which every-
thing else hangs is the fact 
that Almighty God loves 
me. In spite of my faults and 
failures, God loves me. That 
truth brings me security in 
my life. 

When you buckle up 
your belt to face life, do you 
have the security of truth as 
your foundation?

(Kurt Speece is the 
pastor at Bell Ridge Christian 
Church. Email him at kurtat-
bellridge@gmail.com. Pastor’s 
Perspective is provided by the 
Paris Ministerial Fellowship.) 

negative charge. When matter 
comes into contact with its an-
ti-matter twin they annihilate 
each other, but they can both 
exist briefly in a quantum state.

A vacuum can be viewed 
as quantum fluctuations 
of energy and elementary 
particles. The fluctuations 
are too small to make much 
difference at the human scale, 
but on a quantum scale, they 
produce tiny bursts of energy, 
or matter, in a vacuum. The 
elementary particles rapidly 
pop in and out of existence. It 
may be these fleeting charged 
particles which support the 
propagation of electromag-
netic light waves. 

The electromagnetic 
properties of the quantum 
vacuum can be used math-
ematically to derive the 
value for the speed of light. 
It matches observations ex-
actly but needs experimental 
proof. If proven, the linkage 

will be a step forward in 
understanding how quantum 
effects influence the whole 
Universe.

 Photons of light flying 
through space are captured 
and re-emitted by these 
virtual particles. Einstein 
explained the relationship 
between speed and time. 
The faster light moves, the 
faster time moves forward, 
so the universal clock ticks 
at a rate tied to the speed of 
light, which seems to depend 
on quantum fluctuations in 
the fabric of the universe.  
The debate is certainly not 
settled. Is speed of light part 
of a grand design, or, as noted 
by Styx, is it just a Grand 
Illusion? 

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the retired technology and cur-
riculum director for the Shiloh 
School District. Email him at 
armchair@sullivantech.net)

SULLIVAN
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MATTOON — The Lake 
Land College Foundation will 
reopen its scholarship applica-
tion period to allow incoming 
students to apply for a schol-
arship for the 2020-2021 aca-
demic year. Applications will 
be accepted beginning August 
1.

All incoming students, in-
cluding non-traditional stu-
dents, recent high school grad-
uates and current students, 
are encouraged to apply. Stu-
dents who applied during the 
original period (November 
1- February 1) and were not 
awarded in March will be con-
sidered again in the second 
round along with new appli-

cants. These students do not 
have to re-apply.

Students whose original 
application did not meet the 
threshold for consideration 
have been reset. These stu-
dents have been notified that 
they can update their applica-
tion beginning August 1 to be 
considered again in round 2.

“We at the foundation 
are excited to help facilitate 
this round of scholarship 
opportunities thanks to our 
generous donors,” Christi 
Donsbach, executive direc-
tor of college advancement, 
said. “This is a great oppor-
tunity for students who are 
undecided during the tradi-
tional scholarship period and 
particularly this year, where 

students might especially be 
finding themselves making 
a last-minute decision to at-
tend.”

Scholarship applications 
are available through the Lak-
er Hub. Students must first 
submit an intent to enroll and 
be accepted to Lake Land 
College in order to apply for a 
Foundation scholarship.

Applicants will be consid-
ered for all foundation schol-
arships for which they qual-
ify. Applications will not be 
accepted after the deadline of 
August 31, 2020.

For additional information, 
contact Lake Land College 
Foundation at 217-234-5363 
or hduzan@lakelandcollege.
edu.

Lake Land College reopens their 
scholarship opportunity for students

churches are located across 
the street from each other.

I was struck by Dixie Bend 
and Pleasant Knob United 
Baptist churches. Western 
Kentucky was dominated by 
General Baptist churches, 
like Enon and Cave Springs. 
Missionary Baptists boasted 
Faber and Flat Rock. I could 
list more, but these are just 
samples. Cumberland was 
Freewill Baptist. One church 
sign said Pleasant Hill Regu-
lar Baptist. Then there were 
just plain Baptist churches, 
like Grave Hill, Main Street, 
Beacon Hill and Jellico 
Creek.

Of course, there were other 
denominations. I liked Jack’s 
Fork Church of God. Other 
Churches of God included 
Middle Ridge, Briar Creek 
and Ridge Point, not to 
deny Church of God Union 
Assembly.

Some additional catchy 
names were Seventeenth 
Street Christian Church, 
Redeemer Lutheran, Stearns 
Seventh Day Adventist, 
Church of Christ Brumner, 
Good Shepherd Catholic 
Chapel, Tateville United 
Methodist and Pentecostal 
First Chapel. I must include 
Restoration Ministry Church, 

Refuge Worship Center, 
Tri-County Trinity and 
New Life Christian Church 
Center.

There were those that 
didn’t list a denomination, 
such as Leamington Com-
munity Church, Pleasant 
Run Church, South Pine 
Knot Church, Liberty Praise 
Chapel and Christ Temple 
Church.

Most of these church 
structures were average in 
size with steeples. Most were 
built with red brick, though 
several were white. Some 
were impressively large with 
more than one building. One 
even had a glass tower. The 
smallest I saw wasn’t much 
bigger than a log cabin. The 
sign outside said Jesus Hall.

I’ve always joked that every 
third person in Nebraska 
drives a cattle truck. Half the 
men in Wyoming are cow-
boys riding horses. Nearly 
half of Oregon drivers drive 
log trucks.  Now I’m adding 
another statistic. The leading 
profession in Kentucky is 
preaching the gospel.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)
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The staff will be on hand during the 
same business hours, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455

   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

DRIVE-THRU • CURBSIDE • FREE DELIVERYDRIVE-THRU • CURBSIDE • FREE DELIVERY
The staff at Pearman will be on hand during the same business hours, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

 Call 465-8455 to place orders or for questions.  For those who may need 
fittings for C-Pap, braces, etc., please call the store for a screening.

Call 465-4114 for orders or questions at Paris Clinic. Curbside pickup 
will be on the west side of the hospital. The doors will be locked but 
the pharmacy has received permission to bring orders to customers.

Why two atomic bombs?
United State’s official reason for bombing Nagasaki after Hiroshima was to end the war
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

Ever since America dropped 
a second atomic bomb at Na-
gasaki, Japan, Aug. 9, 1945, the 
question has persisted: Was 
that magnitude of death and 
destruction really needed to 
end World War II? 

American leadership appar-
ently thought so. A few days 
earlier, just 16 hours after the 
U.S. B-29 bomber Enola Gay 
shocked the world by dropping 
the first A-bomb known as “Lit-
tle Boy” on the Japanese city of 
Hiroshima, the White House 
issued a statement from Presi-
dent Harry S. Truman. 

In addition to introducing 
the world to the previously 
top-secret atomic research pro-

gram known as the Manhattan 
Project, Truman doubled down 
on the threat nuclear weapons 
posed to Japan, America’s only 
remaining adversary in the war. 
If the Japanese did not accept 
the terms of unconditional sur-
render drafted by Allied leaders 
in the Potsdam Declaration, 
Truman wrote, “they may ex-
pect a rain of ruin from the air, 
the like of which has never been 
seen on this earth.” 

But even as Truman issued 
his statement, a second atom-
ic attack was already in the 
works. According to an order 
drafted in late July by Lt. Gen. 
Leslie Groves of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, director 
of the Manhattan Project, the 
president had authorized the 

dropping of additional bombs 
on the Japanese cities of Koku-
ra (present-day Kitakyushu), 
Niigata and Nagasaki as soon as 
the weather permitted. 

Early on the morning of 
Aug. 9, 1945, the B-29 known 
as Bockscar took off from 
Tinian Island in the western 
Pacific Ocean, carrying the 
nearly 10,000-pound plutoni-
um-based bomb known as “Fat 
Man” toward Kokura, home to 
a large Japanese arsenal. Find-
ing Kokura obscured by cloud 
cover, the Bockscar’s crew de-
cided to head to their second-
ary target, Nagasaki. 

“Fat Man,” which detonat-
ed at 11:02 local time at an 
altitude of 1,650 feet, killed 
about half as many people in 

Nagasaki as the uranium-based 
“Little Boy” had in Hiroshima 
three days earlier — despite a 
force estimated at 21 kilotons, 
or 40 percent greater. Still, the 
effect was devastating: Close 
to 40,000 people were killed 
instantly, and a third of the city 
was destroyed. 

“This second demonstra-
tion of the power of the atomic 
bomb apparently threw Tokyo 
into a panic, for the next morn-
ing brought the first indication 
that the Japanese Empire was 
ready to surrender,” Truman 
later wrote in his memoirs. On 
Aug. 15, Emperor Hirohito an-
nounced Japan’s unconditional 
surrender, bringing World War 
II to a close.

According to Truman and 

others in his administration, 
the use of the atomic bomb 
was intended to cut the war 
in the Pacific short, avoiding a 
U.S. invasion of Japan and sav-
ing hundreds of thousands of 
American lives. 

In early 1947, when urged 
to respond to growing criti-
cism over the use of the atomic 
bomb, Secretary of War Hen-
ry Stimson wrote in Harper’s 
Magazine that by July 1945 
there had been no sign of, “any 
weakening in the Japanese de-
termination to fight rather than 
accept unconditional surren-
der.” Meanwhile, the U.S. was 
planning to ramp up its sea and 
air blockade of Japan, increase 
strategic air bombings and 

See BOMBS, Page 4B

As we think about our 
lives, what do we recall as 
being most 
memora-
ble or sig-
nificant? I 
am talking 
about 
those peo-
ple we will 
remember 
that were 
important 
to our 
lives, even 
if they were not family. The 
special times and relation-
ships that influenced us 
the most whether we want 
to remember them with 
fondness or with dread and 
fear. Sometimes we do not 
recognize what they did to 
us, or for us, until long after 
they are gone. They seem to 
hang on just out of eyesight 
like a shadow in the dark.

We may remember land-
marks or special buildings 
and physical places, but 
sometimes we see them in 
a different light. Perhaps 
things that have dwelt in 
the realms of the shadowy 
unknown are revealed to us 
all of a sudden. Sometimes 
as we get older and wiser it 
happens little by little. The 
object is to finally see them 
for what they are. 

I remember the old high 
school on Main Street as a 
meeting place for students 
to come to for an education. 
It became a special place to 
me, and I would not want to 
see it torn down. It should 
still be a school in my 
opinion, but I can live with 
giving the old girl a new 
life and a new purpose. I 
would absolutely hate to see 
that building covered with 
graffiti and an angry mob 
trying to tear it down. We 
have no significant statues 
in our fair city so maybe no 
angry mob will paint it red 
or tear it down. 

We do have special mem-
ories of special places and 
a wonderful courthouse. I 
think we were all saddened 
to see some of the old ar-
chitecture of the banks and 
the other buildings on the 
square change, so we don’t 
recognize them anymore. 
In a way, they are only shad-
ows of the past and can only 

Recalling 
people 
and places 
of the past

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

In the early hours of Aug. 
1, 1943, a total of 177 B-24 
Liberator bombers took off 
from Allied airfields near 
Benghazi, Libya, heading 
northeast over the Mediter-
ranean Sea with more than 
1,700 U.S. airmen aboard. 
Operation Tidal Wave — 
one of the most daring, and 
costly, raids of World War II 
— had begun. 

The targets of the raid 
were the oil refineries near 
Ploesti, Romania, which 
provided about one-third 
of all the oil used by Nazi 
Germany and the other 
Axis powers. Dubbed “Hit-
ler’s Gas Station,” Ploesti 
held great strategic impor-
tance for Allied leaders, 
who hoped its complete 
destruction would strike a 
lethal blow to the German 
war effort. 

B-24s were the only 
planes capable of flying 
the distance required for 
the mission, which to-
taled more than 2,000 
miles round trip. Five B-24 
groups from the U.S. Army 
Air Forces were involved 
in Operation Tidal Wave, 
including the 98th and 
376th from the Ninth Air 
Force, and the 44th, 93rd 
and 389th from the Eighth 
Air Force. 

Dubbed the “Traveling 
Circus,” the 93rd had al-
ready earned fame for their 
exploits, but the Ploesti 
mission proved to be their 
greatest test yet. One B-24 
crashed after takeoff, sever-
al others aborted the mis-
sion, and groups became 
separated as they flew. The 
367th took a wrong turn 
towards Bucharest rather 
than Ploesti. Several planes 
broke radio silence to com-
municate the error, poten-
tially alerting the Nazies 
to their approach, and the 
93rd was able to turn 90 de-
grees and head toward the 
oil refineries. 

The 93rd had planned 
to fly over Ploesti from the 
north, entering behind en-
emy fortifications. After the 
confusion, however,  they 
approached from the south, 
where the German anti-air-
craft guns were placed.

As the 93rd approached 
the Ploesti refineries, they 
met an overwhelming bar-
rage of 88-mm shells and 
other anti-aircraft fire. The 
low-flying B-24s had to 
contend with explosions 
from below, as their bombs 
detonated on the oil refin-
eries and set the massive 
gasoline tanks on fire. 

Hell’s Wench, squad 
leader Lt. Col. Addison 
Baker’s plane, sustained 
heavy damage but contin-
ued flying, with Baker and 
his crew jettisoning the 
plane’s bombs to stay in the 
air a little longer. The plane 
eventually crashed into a 
field, leaving no survivors. 
Baker and his co-pilot, Lt. 
John Jerstad, posthumously 
received Medals of Honor 
for their bravery, two of five 
that were awarded to U.S. 
airmen for the mission. 

The other four bomb 
groups in the raid also 
braved heavy enemy fire as 
they attacked their targets, 
which included the oil field 
located further north, at 
Campina. 

Daring air 
raid targeted 
critical Nazi 
‘Gas Station’

BY ROGER STANLEY
rogerstanley769@2yahoo.com

Milton Alexander was born to John 
and Mary King Alexander Jan. 23, 
1796, in Elbert County, Georgia, the 
fifth of 12 children. John Alexander 
was originally from North Carolina, 
and many of his family had signed the 
Mecklenburg Declaration of Indepen-
dence in May 1775, which was a pre-
cursor to the national declaration. John 
Alexander moved quite frequently and 
came to Illinois in 1820, shortly after 
statehood in 1818.  

Before that time, Milton Alexander 
was old enough to join the Tennessee 
Mounted Volunteers and fought un-
der General Andrew Jackson during 
the War of 1812 in Florida. The Army 
was dealing with hostilities between the 
Seminoles and the settlers. At 18, Mil-
ton became a first lieutenant and was 
left in Florida when Jackson went to 
the Battle of New Orleans. The young 
officer returned to Tennessee after the 
war and married Mary Shields in 1819. 
During his service in Florida, he had a 
bout with malaria from which he never 
fully recovered.

Milton Alexander and his wife ac-
companied his father and two brothers 
to Illinois and settled in the North Arm 
area near Baldwinsville. Finally, the 
couple moved to Paris when it became 
a city in 1823. They built a log cabin on 
the corner of Washington Street and 
Central Street and started a general 
store on the east side of the square. It 
was a 16-square-foot building where 
needed supplies and goods were sold. 
He and James Jones were recognized 
as the first to start merchandising busi-

nesses in Paris, but Alexander’s was 
more elaborate and successful. A freight 
wagon was sent to Cincinnati or Louis-
ville with produce in exchange for the 
supplies needed to stock the store. This 
trip generally took a few weeks.  

John Alexander was appointed the 
first postmaster of Edgar County in the 
North Arm area, but relinquished that 
job after one year to his son, Milton, 
when the post office moved to Paris. 
Milton Alexander held that job for 25 
years even when he was off fighting in 
the Black Hawk War of 1832. 

In addition to serving as postmaster, 
Milton Alexander also held other pub-
lic commissions. He was appointed a 
colonel for the 19th Regiment of Illi-
nois Militia during Governor Edward 
Coles’ administration, 1822-1826. 
In 1830, he joined the Presbyterian 
Church in Paris. He served as an aide-
de-camp, or private secretary to Gover-
nor John Reynolds in 1832.    

Tension between native people and 
settlers escalated into conflict in 1832, 
and Governor Reynolds made Alex-
ander a brigadier general in command 
of the Second Brigade of Illinois Vol-
unteers. The Black Hawk War was a 
bloody affair for the Indians, and they 
were soundly defeated. Black Hawk 
sent sorties out two different times to 
surrender, but both times the volunteer 
soldiers they met did not understand 
and responded with force. General Al-
exander was only a minor player in the 
war, but he led troops in action and was 
greatly respected. 

With the final Indian resistance 
pushed aside, settlers started pouring 
into Illinois. The General Assembly 

appointed Alexander to an important 
commission to regulate the internal im-
provements of Illinois and serve there 
until it was disbanded.

Before his military adventure in 
Northern Illinois, Alexander built the 
first brick home in Paris in 1828, which 
was a two-story building with two 
rooms on each floor. After he returned 
from the Black Hawk War, he added 
on to the back of the house, doubling 
its size. Four of his eight children were 
born in this brick home. The Alexan-
ders had six daughters, and one of them 

General Alexander helped build Paris

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

The Milton Alexander home was the first brick home in Paris. Construction started in 1828, and the home has been enlarged 
and  modified over the years. The Greek colonnaded porch was added in 1920. Today the building serves as the home of the 
Link Art Gallery featuring work by local and regional artists. The sculpture on the porch was created by Paris resident John 
Chittick.

See ALEXANDER, Page 4B

Special to The Prairie Press

General Milton K. Alexander moved to 
Paris in 1823. He was the first merchant 
in Paris and built the Alexander house 
that now serves as an art museum. He 
served as a militia general in the Black 
Hawk War.

See RAID, Page 4B
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launch an invasion of the Jap-
anese home island that No-
vember. 

“We estimated that if we 

should be forced to carry this 
plan to its conclusion, the 
major fighting would not end 
until the latter part of 1946, at 
the earliest,” Stimson wrote. 
“I was informed that such op-
erations might be expected to 

cost over a million casualties, 
to American forces alone.”

Despite the arguments of 
Stimson and others, histori-
ans have long debated wheth-
er the United States was justi-
fied in using the atomic bomb 
in Japan at all — let alone 
twice. Various military and ci-
vilian officials have said pub-
licly the bombings were not 
a military necessity. Japanese 
leaders knew they were beat-
en even before Hiroshima, as 
Secretary of State James F. By-
rnes argued on Aug. 29, 1945, 
and had reached out to the 
Soviets to see if they would 
mediate in possible peace ne-
gotiations. Even the famously 
hawkish General Curtis Le-
May told the press in Septem-
ber 1945, “the atomic bomb 
had nothing to do with the 
end of the war at all.” 

Statements like these have 
led historians such as Gar 
Alperovitz, author of “The 

BOMBS
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be seen in our memories.
It is so sad to hear some of 

our illiterate young people 
and politicians wanting to 
get rid of what they think was 
a mark, or a blemish, of our 
history. 

I believe the Stephen 
Douglas statue should be 
treated with respect. No way 
should it be torn down or 
removed. Stephen Douglas 
reminds me of the past and 
even though I might not have 
agreed with his speech and 
thoughts he was important 
to our state and our nation. 

Even though he was small 
of stature he was eloquent 
with his words and was quite 
a challenge when he faced 
Lincoln in their debates. 
Maybe he was somewhat of 
a dark shadow with his man-
nerisms and his thoughts, 
but he still kindled a flame in 
the heart of Lincoln.

Lincoln had to think 
wisely to win a debate against 
Douglas. Lincoln may not 
have been as polished or 
as lengthy in his speech-
es against slavery, but he 
seemed to get his point 
across. 

I am saying Lincoln would 
not have been president 
without those confrontations 
with Douglas. He would not 
have excelled in holding the 
country together and put an 
end to slavery. To defeat an 
idea one must have greater 
and better ideas and Lincoln 
did that, but would he have 
done that without those de-
bates? I think most historians 

STANLEY
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provided an interesting ep-
isode. It just so happened 
that Abraham Lincoln, who 
helped the General with legal 
work, often was entertained 
at this home. Stephen Doug-
las was also a frequent visitor, 
and he courted Jane Alexan-
der the oldest of the sisters. 
The General was supportive 
of a union with Douglas. An 
engagement party was an-
nounced for making it official 
and that evening Douglas ar-
rived, but Jane was nowhere 
to be found. She had slipped 
out via a bed sheet for a rope 
from her bedroom on the sec-
ond floor. She then joined Dr. 
John Ten Broeck, and they 
eloped and were married that 
very night. Douglas became 
a Senator, but he didn’t have 
Jane by his side.

Another daughter, Lucy 
Alexander Lamon, wrote a 
description of the home and 
the Alexander family that was 
found with other historic pa-
pers at the home many years 
later. In that writing, she told 
about the way provisions 
were bought and stored, “sug-
ar by the barrel, coffee by the 
sack and flour and meal as 
well.” Their cellar was stocked 
with fruits and vegetables, 
and she remembered a new 
smoke house built out back 
for the hanging of cured pork 
when hogs were butchered. 
When they had an abun-
dance of meat, the preacher 
got a share and many of the 

community that needed it got 
a share as well. 

She also told about a large 
buggy which her father and 
mother took to Louisville to 
buy provisions. Lucy wrote 
about having a cookstove, 
which may have been the 
first of its kind in Paris. She 
remembered watching the 
stagecoach stopping at a 
nearby tavern and watching 
the people come and go.

According to all accounts, 
General Milton Alexander 
was a fine man with a good 
memory, and he supported 
many common causes that 
helped the community grow. 
He served in the Illinois Leg-
islature and was chosen to 
study the improvement of 
the Wabash River and make it 
more navigable. He was also 
active in the Presbyterian 
church and supported educa-
tion for the children, with the 
first schoolhouse in the city 
being on his ground. He was 
also known as a farmer and an 
orchardist. 

He had a stroke in 1846, 
which paralyzed him. He 
passed away in 1856 at age 60. 
One of his sons, John Wash-
ington Alexander, was also a 
military officer, attaining the 
rank of colonel for the Union 
Army. He succeeded General 
U. S. Grant as commander 
of 21st Illinois Infantry and 
served well until he was killed 
at the battle of Chickamauga 
in 1863. Evidently, military 
and community leadership 
was in the blood of the Alex-
ander family.        

would say no.
So we need to honor that 

kind of memory when we see 
a painting or a statue of Ste-
phen Douglas. We need to 
honor the past and we can-
not do that without knowing 
something about the history 
that goes with a building, a 
statue or a painting or a man. 
Douglas even supported 
Lincoln and his cause before 
Douglas passed on. 

The first building that is 
of importance to my life, 
besides the homes I have 
lived in, was my first school, 
which was Pine Grove. The 
first formal teacher who 
impacted my life, other than 
my parents, was Luella Judy. 
That teacher is now gone, 
but I can still see her through 
the shadows of time and she 
definitely brought the light 
out of the darkness. 

It seemed so easy to learn 
from the way she taught. 
She expected us to learn 
something and by golly we 
did. She had a way of talking 
us out of our stupidity, if 
we were trying to stretch 
the rules she had for us. It 
was such a good place to 
learn and play and to treat 
other students fairly. I guess 
you might say her love was 
catching.

The old school still stands, 
a landmark in the country, 
and I sure hope she remains a 
bright light for many people’s 
lives and not just a shadow of 
the past.   

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at  rogerstan-
ley769@yahoo.com) 
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Decision to Use the Atom-
ic Bomb,” to suggest the 
bomb’s true purpose was 
to get the upper hand with 
the Soviet Union. Accord-
ing to this line of thinking, 
the United States deployed 
the plutonium bomb on 
Nagasaki to make clear the 
strength of its nuclear arse-
nal, ensuring the nation’s 
supremacy in the global 
power hierarchy. 

Others have argued that 
both attacks were simply 
an experiment, to see how 
well the two types of atom-
ic weapons developed by 
the Manhattan Project 
worked. Admiral William 
“Bull” Halsey, command-
er of the U.S. Navy’s Third 
Fleet, claimed in 1946 the 
first atomic bomb was, 
“an unnecessary exper-
iment…[the scientists] 
had this toy and they want-
ed to try it out, so they 
dropped it.” 

Was a second nuclear at-
tack necessary to force Ja-
pan’s surrender? The world 
may never know. 

For his part, Truman did 
not waver in his conviction 
the attacks were justified 
— though he ruled out fu-
ture bomb attacks without 
his express order the day 
after Nagasaki. 

"It was a terrible deci-
sion. But I made it,” the 
33rd president later wrote 
to his sister, Mary. “I made 
it to save 250,000 boys 
from the United States, 
and I'd make it again under 
similar circumstances.” 

“[The pilots] got down 
lower and lower, until 
they were flying over trees 
and actually just above 
the ground to get under 
the anti-aircraft,” said Joe 
Duran, whose great-un-
cle, Joseph Avendano, 
flew in the Ploesti mission 
as part of the 93rd Bom-
bardment Group. The 
surviving planes, “ended 
up with branches in their 
bomb bays, and barbed 
wire, which [means] they 
were flying almost on the 
ground.” 

Of the original 177 Lib-
erators that departed Beng-
hazi for Operation Tidal 
Wave, only 92 returned. 
Germans destroyed 54 of 
the bombers, while others 
were able to land in other 
Allied airfields. Over 180 
U.S. airmen were captured 
and more than 300 killed.

Despite the bravery on 
display during ‘Bloody 
Sunday’, as historians lat-
er named the bombing, 
the mission was a strategic 
failure. Hitler’s Gas Sta-
tion was damaged, but not 
destroyed, and returned 
to full production within 
weeks. 

“It took many more 
missions, mostly done at a 
high altitude, to eventually 
knock out that oil field,” 
says Michael Sellers, a film-
maker whose late grand-
father, John L. Sullivan, 
served as a bombardier 
navigator in the 93rd. 
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Neurologist: COVID brain is real
Scientist Hilke Plassmann explains how the brain works differently under stress, and how to deal with it
BY JESSICA STILLMAN
Special to The Prairie Press

Deciding when and how to 
pivot a business may be the dif-
ference between bankruptcy 
and survival. Putting that mask 
on, or not, could keep a person 
or a loved one out of the hos-
pital. With stakes so high, it 
seems evolution should have 
pushed our brains to be sharp-
er about making decisions 
during a crisis. But for most of 
us, the pandemic hasn't left us 
feeling any smarter.  

On the contrary, many peo-
ple are feeling fuzzy-headed 
and emotionally fragile at the 
moment. Frantically trying 
to figure out how to keep our 
heads above water despite the 
huge changes in our lives is one 
obvious reason for that. But 
according to Insead neurosci-

entist Hilke Plassmann, the 
trouble goes deeper. 

Some people are not just 
sleep deprived and stressed, 
they are experiencing the ef-
fects of real brain changes 
brought on by the trauma and 
uncertainty of the pandemic. 
In a recent Insead Knowledge 
article, written together with 
her Insead colleague Benjamin 
Kessler, Plassmann dubs the 
phenomenon COVID brain 
and explains its physiological 
roots: 

In times like these, our 
brains tend to work different-
ly. The prefrontal cortex, the 
area of the brain responsible 
for complex planning, work-
ing memory and analytical 
thinking, is swamped with 
ambiguous signals, impacting 
our decision-making abilities. 

Meanwhile, the brain scours 
its long-term memory systems 
for comparable experiences. 
Finding few precedents for 
this pandemic, it looks intently 
outward for guidance on what 
to do next.

The combination of im-
paired analytical thinking and 
heightened external sensitiv-
ity creates what can be called 
COVID-19 brain — a fragile, 
frazzled state that keeps our 
thoughts simultaneously on 
edge and unfocused.

If that sounds familiar, peo-
ple can at least take comfort 
they are not alone and they 
are not imagining things. The 
brain really is struggling at the 
moment and a couple of extra 
naps won't solve the prob-
lem  — though they certainly 
wouldn't hurt.

What will? Time and 
self-compassion are essential, 
but in the meantime, Plass-
mann offers three ways to start 
feeling more clear-headed. 

RETHINK STRESS
A whole body of research 

shows that generally it's not 
our stress that harms us — it’s 
how we think about our stress. 
If one expects the body's nat-
ural response to a challenge to 
be harmful, then it will be. By 
conceptualizing stress as a help-
ful adaptation to dealing with 
tough times, it causes less men-
tal and physical harm. Accord-
ing to Plassmann, this is espe-
cially true during a pandemic. 

"Regarding stress as a cata-
lyst for positive change rather 
than a threat, for example, can 
promote clearer thoughts and 

keep negative emotions at bay," 
she said.

CHILL OUT WITH SOME TUNES 
Many of us instinctively use 

music to regulate our moods 
and calm our thinking. This 
makes scientific sense. The 
right tunes really do help the 
brain out. 

"Something as simple as 
listening to music can restore 
our equilibrium,” Plassman 
said. “Indeed, one study linked 
emotions induced through 
music to activity in brain net-
works that are essential for 
generation and regulation of 
emotions. Playing music in 
the background while working 
can also bolster productivity 
in times of stress by sustaining 
mental attention and sharpen-
ing focus.” 

MINDFULNESS 
Ugh, readers might be groan-

ing, not yet another expert nag-
ging about mindfulness medi-
tation. But the reason so many 
people recommend the prac-
tice is because a mountain of 
research shows it works. In the 
article, Plassmann goes into 
detail about how meditation 
affects the brain, but the basic 
lesson is this: Exercises such as 
focusing on breathing can help 
regulate brain activity at will.

The benefits of adopting all 
these COVID brain-busting 
strategies may even outlast the 
current crisis. 

"It is worth devoting con-
scious attention to developing 
healthy mental habits, with the 
knowledge that it will only get 
easier with time," Plassmann 
concludes.

Psssst…. Did you hear? 
Word on the street is that 
pineapple juice is a cure 

for the 
COVID- 
19 virus. 
Is that 
true? Is it 
possible 
to reduce 
the risk 
of getting 
sick by 
choosing 
specific 
foods? 

There is no such thing 
as a free lunch, and if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, it probably is. That is 
the case with our bodies 
and how they fight illness. 

We have all  heard that 
the best defense is a good 
offense, and that is never 
more true than with our 
immune system. If we 
keep our bodies well fed, 
they can fight off infec-
tions much more effective-
ly and efficiently.

The key is to build a 
healthy immune system. 
There is no magic potion, 
and what I am about to 
share should come as no 
surprise. A healthy, well- 
balanced diet is the way to 
a healthy immune system. 
At every meal half of the 
plate should be fruits and 
vegetables — every single 
time. Throw in a palm-
sized serving of lean pro-
tein, some whole grains 
and dairy, and that is a 
meal for a balanced diet. 

Remember specif-
ic foods and certain 
nutrients help promote a 
healthy immune system.
Citrus fruits and red 

bell peppers have Vita-
min C that is thought to 
increase the production of 
white blood cells, which 
fight off infection. 
Ginger, garlic and 

turmeric are anti-inflam-
matory.
Broccoli and spinach 

provide Vitamins A, C 
and E and supply antioxi-
dants. These vegetables are 
most effective when less 
cooked.
Yogurt, kefir, 

kombucha, sauerkraut 
and kimchi are fermented 
foods keep that help keep 

Don’t believe 
everything 
you read…
except this

MARY LIZ
WRIGHT
BEE 
WELL

See BEE WELL, Page 6B

Horizon 
Health 
podiatry 
expands
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Beginning Monday, 
Aug. 3, Brittany Wojnicki, 
surgical podiatrist, will be-
gin seeing 
patients at 
H o r i z o n 
H e a l t h’s 
Paris Clin-
ic. She is 
j o i n i n g 
the prac-
tice of 
Philip Holloway. 

“The practice has ex-
panded significantly over 
the years to the point 
where another physician 
is necessary,” said Hollo-
way. “I am thrilled to have 
someone of her caliber 
come to Horizon Health.” 

Holloway and Wojnicki 
will work together to treat 
patients in the Paris Clinic 
and perform surgeries at 
Paris Community Hospi-
tal. 

“Dr. Wojnicki’s training 
focused heavily on surgery. 
Her addition will allow us 
to expand our surgical ca-
pacity, adding procedures 
such as total ankle replace-
ments, flat foot surgery 
and diabetic foot recon-
structions,” Holloway said.

Wojnicki was raised in 
the southwest suburbs of 
Chicago. She completed 
her undergraduate 
schooling at the University 
of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign, where she 
received a degree in 
athletic training. She 
recently completed 
podiatric residency at 
OSF St. Anthony Medical 
Center in Rockford. 

In addition to podia-
try, Wojnicki will also be 
providing care in Horizon 
Health’s Wound Center, 
which treats chronic and/
or non-healing wounds. 

“Our residency pro-
gram was unopposed, 
meaning the only resi-
dents in the hospital were 
for podiatry,” Wojnicki 
said. “That created great 
opportunities for us. We 
could scrub with many 
of the surgeons, even be-
yond podiatry. I spent 

See PODIATRY, Page 6B

WOJNICKI

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.khn.org

In advance of an upcoming road 
trip with her elderly parents, Wendy 
Epstein’s physician agreed it would be 
prudent for her and her kids to get test-
ed for COVID-19.

Seeing the tests as a medical need, 
the doctor said insurance would like-
ly pay for them, with no out-of-pock-
et cost to Epstein. But her children’s 
pediatrician said the test counted as 
a screening test — since the children 
were not showing symptoms — and 
she would probably have to foot the 
bill herself.

It made no sense.
“That’s two different responses for 

the exact same scenario,” said Epstein, 
a health law professor at DePaul Uni-
versity in Chicago, who deferred the 
tests as she clarified the options.

Early on in the coronavirus pan-
demic — when scarce COVID test-
ing was limited to those with serious 
symptoms or serious exposure — the 
government and insurers vowed tests 
would be dispensed for free (with no 
copays, deductibles or other out-of-
pocket expense) to ensure that those in 
need had ready access.

Now those promises are being rolled 
back in ways that are creating turmoil 
for consumers, even as testing has be-
come more plentiful and more people 
— like Epstein — are being advised to 
get them.

Late last month, the Trump admin-
istration issued guidance saying insur-
ers had to waive patient costs only for 
medically appropriate tests primarily 
intended for individualized diagnosis 

or treatment of COVID-19. It made 
clear that insurers do not have to fully 
waive cost sharing for screening tests, 
even when required for employees re-
turning to work or for assisting in pub-
lic health surveillance efforts.

Left unclear are situations like that 
faced by Epstein — and others who 
seek a test to clear a child for summer 
camp or day care. Public health offi-
cials have been unanimous in the opin-
ion that widespread, readily available 
testing is crucial for getting businesses 
and schools open again, and society 
back on its feet.

But who should bear the costs of 
that testing — or a share of them — is 
an unresolved question.

Who pays when all employees are 
required to have a negative COVID 
test in order to return to work? Or if a 
factory tests workers every two weeks? 
Or just because someone wants to 
know for their own peace of mind?

The questions may be compounded 
in some cities and states where tests are 
widely available at clinics or drive-thru 
centers. In New York, CityMD clinics 
bill insurers $300 for the service, ac-
cording to an explanation-of-benefits 
document given to KHN by a patient. 
The related charge from the lab that 
processed the test, according to the 
same patient’s insurance statement, 
was $55. Most patients don’t have to 
pay a share of those amounts.

The clinic has a partnership with the 
city allowing anyone who wants a test 
for the virus to get one. Still, no test is 
truly free, as labs bill insurers or submit 
for reimbursement from government 
programs.

Until a recent spike in virus cas-
es created long delays in many areas, 
some other regions also took a test-
everyone-who-wants-a-test approach. 
While that is one way to get a picture of 
where the virus is spreading, it can also 
become a cash cow providing income 
to clinics and labs as residents seek 
multiple free tests after each potential 
exposure.

In an email, a spokesperson for 
CityMD declined to say how much 
the clinic is reimbursed for testing. The 
clinics do not bill for lab testing, she 
wrote, referring questions about those 
costs to the laboratories that process 
them.

Insurers will be making judgment 
calls — likely on a case-by-case basis 
— about how they will handle cost 
sharing for screening tests under the 
new Trump administration guidance.

What is clear: Insurers have argued 
against requirements they waive all cost 
sharing for workplace COVID testing, 
noting they don’t do that for other 
screening efforts, such as drug-testing 
programs. For now, insurers will con-
tinue to pay for tests recommended by 
a doctor, Kristine Grow, spokesperson 
for AHIP, an industry group, wrote in 
an email to KHN.

But AHIP also sent a clear signal it 
does not embrace cost sharing waivers 
for workplace or public health screen-
ing efforts. Earlier this month, the or-
ganization lobbied federal lawmakers 
to include funding in the next stimulus 
package for public health surveillance 
and workplace testing programs — a 
cost estimated between $6 billion and 

Who pays for COVID testing?

See TESTING, Page 6B
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Share your Horizon Health (Paris Community Hospital) story, memory, 
or photo at MyHorizonHealth.org/50Years.

5 0  Y E A R S  S T R O N G

For five decades it’s been our pleasure to provide quality 

healthcare right here in the communities where we live, work, 

and bring our own families for care. A lot has happened in the 

50 years since we’ve opened our doors. We’ve grown. We’ve 

evolved. We’ve even changed our name. But something that 

will always remain consistent is our commitment to meet the 

ever-changing needs of people in our community with quality, 

comprehensive care and our most compassionate service. 

Together, we are making our communities stronger, healthier, 

and better. Thank you for 50 years.

C A R I N G  F O R  generations

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container 
  Service
• Residential & 
  Commercial 
  Trash Service
• Residential & 
  Commerical
  Lawn Sevice
• Mulch

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

TESTING
FROM PAGE 5B

much time with the ortho-
pedic surgeon and the burn 
specialist.” 

Wojnicki and her husband, 
Dave, moved to Paris in June. 
They are both excited to be-
come active members of the 
Paris community. 

“In 2018, Dave and I creat-
ed Foot Care for the Home-
less, a charitable organization 
that provides footcare and 
free shoes for the homeless 
on Holy Thursday each year. 
We’re hoping to bring this 
program to the Paris commu-
nity,” Wojnicki said.

Wojnicki also enjoys run-
ning/exercising, her dogs 
and competitive horseback 
riding. 

To make an appointment 
call 217-465-8438.

PODIATRY
FROM PAGE 5B

the intestines healthy. About 
70% of the cells and tissue 
of the immune system are in 
the intestinal tract.
Dairy offers Vitamin 

D, which aids in building a 
healthy immune system.
Green and black tea 

provide flavonoids, a type of 
antioxidant.
Animal protein is a 

source for zinc, iron, seleni-
um and Vitamin B6, all of 
which are immune-boosting 
nutrients.
Sunflower seeds and 

nuts are good sources for 
phosphorous, magnesium, 
Vitamin B6 and Vitamin E.
Papaya gives 224% of the 

daily-recommended amount 
of Vitamin C in a single 
papaya. Papayas also have 
a digestive enzyme called 
papain that has anti-inflam-
matory properties.
Kiwi offers folate, 

potassium, Vitamin K and 
Vitamin C.

Proper eating is only part 
of the formula. It is also 
important to adopt other 
good health habits, such 
as: not smoking, exercising 
regularly, drinking alcohol 
in moderation, getting 
adequate sleep, reducing and 
manageing chronic stress and 
frequent hand washing. 

So, there it is. No surprise. 
No magic potion. It’s really 
quite simple — Grandma 
knew it all along — eat those 
veggies.   

 (Mary Liz Wright is a nu-
trition and wellness educator 
for the University of Illinois 
Extension serving Clark, 
Edgar and Crawford counties. 
Email her at maryliz@illinois.
edu. This column is provided 
by Bee Well of Edgar County 
as part of the coalition’s mis-
sion to make Edgar County a 
healthier place to live.)

BEE WELL
FROM PAGE 5B
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$25 billion annually in an 
earlier study commissioned 
by the group.

EVOLVING RULES FOR FREE 
TESTING

The coronavirus relief leg-
islation passed by Congress 
in March, and the April guid-
ance from the Trump admin-
istration implementing it, 
agreed that patients should 
not be burdened with pay-
ments for COVID testing 
and treatment that is medi-
cally appropriate.

But as the pandemic has 
evolved and grown, the defi-
nition of that term has both 
broadened and become fuzz-
ier.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention says 
testing is appropriate for peo-
ple who fall into five broad 
categories, including those 
with suspected exposure and 
those required to be tested 
for purposes of public health 
surveillance, which it defines 
as checking for disease hot 
spots or trends.

“There’s definitely a dis-
connect between what public 
health experts are recom-
mending for testing and how 

it’s going to be paid for,” said 
Sabrina Corlette, co-director 
of the Center on Health In-
surance Reforms at George-
town University.

And tension is mounting 
among insurers, employers 
and consumers over who 
should pay. While insurers 
say employers should cov-
er the cost for back-to-work 
testing, many employers are 
struggling financially and 
may not be able to do so. At 
the same time, workers, es-
pecially those in lower-wage 
jobs, also cannot afford out-
of-pocket costs for testing, 
particularly if it is required 
regularly.

Among those waiting to 
hear if their insurance will 
cover the test is Enna Allen of 
Glencoe, Illinois, who urged 
her au pair to get a test after 
the young woman traveled 
to New Orleans. She had 
been on a plane, after all, and 
New Orleans has its share of 
COVID cases.

“I wanted her to have a test 
before she returned to work 
with my kids,” said Allen.

As Allen called around 
to find a testing site, she ex-
plained the test was needed 
for employment — for some-
one with no symptoms. Af-
ter some effort, she found a 

clinic that, for $275, offered a 
15-minute rapid test and said 
it would accept her au pair’s 
insurance.

“I’m assuming they [the in-
surer] will cover it unless I get 
a bill weeks from now,” said 
Allen, who said she would 
pay the bill for her employee 
if that happens.

There is also a great gray 
area in deciding who should 
qualify for free testing after 
suspected exposure. What is 
suspected exposure? Sharing 
a small office with an infect-
ed co-worker? Participating 
in a protest? Or simply living 
in or visiting the Sun Belt, 
where community spread is 
accelerating?

“If the au pair went to a 
clinic and said she was just in 
New Orleans, and the doctor 
said that’s enough of a risk to 
order a test, even though she 
doesn’t have symptoms, my 
read of the guidance is the 
health plan has to cover it 
100%,” said Corlette.

Yet a child who’s mainly 
been sheltering at home who 
needs a test before being 
admitted to summer camp 
probably does not meet the 
definition.

“That’s a different story 
because it’s harder to argue 
there’s been exposure or po-

In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
Serving Edgar County since 1848

tential exposure,” said Cor-
lette. “At the end of the day, 
there’s many ways to interpret 
the guidance.”

Congressional Democrats 
have accused the Trump ad-
ministration in its new guid-
ance of giving insurance com-
panies loopholes instead of 
getting people the free testing 
they need.

Insurers, patients and pol-
iticians have locked horns 
before when screening tests 
were billed differently than 
those same tests for diag-
nostic purposes, since the 
boundary is often unclear. 
Under the Affordable Care 
Act, for example, colonos-
copy screening for cancer 
is free, meaning no patient 
copayment. But if a polyp is 
found, doctors sometimes 
code the procedure as a diag-
nostic test, which can lead to 
hundreds or even thousands 
of dollars in copayments.

While vital, testing is cost-
ly — or can be. Medicare re-
imburses up to $100 for the 
COVID test. On top of that, 
there may also be costs asso-
ciated with the office or clinic 
visit. And the price is widely 
variable in the private mar-
ket, according to a report out 
last week by KFF, the Kaiser 
Family Foundation. Prices 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Horizon Health’s Bac-
to-School Bang is today, 
Saturday, Aug. 1, in the 
Paris Clinic parking lot.

Free backpacks with 
supplies for school age 
children will be distributed 
during the event. That lasts 
from 9-11 a.m. or until 
supplies are depleted.

People getting the back-
packs must remain in their 
vehicles.

Back-to-
School 
Bang is 
today

ranged from $20 to $850 for 
a single test. (KHN is an edi-
torially independent program 
of the foundation.)

Media reports have shown 
tests average $100, but some 
labs bill insurers for thou-
sands of dollars for each one.

Without a copay, many pa-
tients never learn how much 
their tests actually cost their 
insurers, which could lead to 
overuse.

Also, when patients are en-
tirely shielded from the cost, 
test makers, labs and medi-
cal providers are more likely 
to seek price increases, said 
Heather Meade, a principal at 
Washington Council Ernst & 
Young.

In the end, consumers may 
still feel a resulting pinch in 
the form of higher premiums.

Wondering about the 
sharply different views of her 
doctors on whether her in-
surance would fully cover the 
cost, law professor Epstein 
called her insurer, which as-
sured her the tests would be 
covered 100% at in-network 
providers with no copay or 
deductible, as long as they 
were coded correctly. The 
family will be tested soon, 
and it appears she’s dodged a 
financial bullet. But Epstein 
cautioned in an email: “It’s 
unclear to me how many in-
surers will maintain this pol-
icy.”

REUSE
the news



Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer Sale. Insured, 
Free estimates.
Firewood for sale; $70.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

Hancock, 5 family garage sale
 105 McArthur, Paris 
Aug. 7  8 to 4 & Aug. 8  8-12
Toys: Turtles, Scooby Doo, Star 
Wars, Power Rangers, Batman, 
Cars, Disney. Books, DVDs, 
furniture, small appliances, 
Longaberger baskets, old 
crocks, linens, clothing, kids, 
womens, mens - xxl, tv, karaoke 
machine and more!!

BIG ANNUAL GARAGE 
SALE
106 McArthur St ( Block off E 
Wood St)
FRI. Aug 7, 8am-5pm
SAT. Aug 8 8am-12n
Brand name kids clothes, shoes
Boys-Girls NB-3T, Womens, 
Mens
ALL SIZES, Longaberger, 
Antiques, Dog Cage
Seasonal Decor, Bedding, LOTS 
of Misc
NRFA- Benson, 3 families

113252 Blackhawk Dr.
Sat. Aug 8, 8-12
Loveseat couch, recliner, 
Oak coffee table, Amish built 
fireplace with gas insert, riding 
lawn mower, electric dryer, lots 
of toys, toy kitchenette set, 
household goods, Clothes - 
boys 10-12, girls 6, womens 2-10

401 Alexander 
Aug 1,  8:30-4:00
Lots of baby and kids clothes, 
large variety

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street,
 Downtown Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electron-
ics, baby furniture, antiques. 
One item to a complete 
household. Call Robin today. 
Open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 9 am-5 pm. 
We pay cash!

NOW HIRING - Quanex Building 
Products. Onsite Interviews 
Every Thursday in July 9am to 
1:30pm. 13323 IL Hwy 133, Paris 
IL

Maintenance Technician                                  
Pay starting at 17.94 per hour
Night shift differential pay
Vacation and paid holidays
Medical, dental, vision, and life 
insurance
401k company match
Work for an essential business
For more details or to apply 
online visit
www.milkspecialties.com/
careers
1977 South Central Ave
Paris, IL 61944

Opening for reception/payroll 
clerk at Thiel Accounting. 
Experience with Microsoft 
Office and Quickbooks a plus. 
Submit resume to Dennis Thiel, 
P.O. Box 604, Paris, IL 61944, 
or to dennis@thielaccounting.
com, with “resume” in the 

subject line.

Downtown Marshall 
Marathon, 105 S Michigan 
Ave, is hiring for all positions 
including Manager to work 
alongside our great staff. 
Applications may be picked up 
at the store. Resumes may be 
mailed to 18240 E 2150th Road, 
Marshall, IL 62441

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Home for rent- Available Aug 
1st. Nice 2 BR, 1 BA home. 
References required. No pets. 
$625+dep. 217-264-1379 leave 
message.

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Very nice 2 bdrm apartment 
on East Lake for rent. Includes 
washer, dryer and dishwasher. 
Water, sewer and trash paid.  
$650 month plus deposit. Call 
217-466-8210

*** THE BOAT DOCK ***
 We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 217-771-
4054 www.theboatdock.com

*** Colman’s RV ***  
We buy/consign used Campers 
& RV’s! 217-583-4023 www.
colmansrv.com

WANTED TO BUY
Freon Wanted: We pay CA$H for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 
R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. 
Call 312-598-1758 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OF ILLINOIS 
EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 

ILLINOIS 

IN THE INTEREST OF 
A, S., a Minor 

2020-JA-8 

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
To: Eric Castulik, Respondent 

Father, address unknown 
Any or All Unknown Fathers 

Take notice that on the 26th 
day of May, 2020, a Petition for 
Adjudication of Wardship was 
filed under the Juvenile Court 
Act by the Edgar County State’s 
Attorney, in the Circuit Court 
of Edgar County, Paris, Illinois 
entitled: In the Interest of A.S., 
2020-JA-8. In the courtroom 
of Judge Matthew Sullivan, 
Courtroom #1, Edgar County 
Courthouse, 115 W. Court Street 
Paris, Illinois, on the 28th day of 
July, 2020, at the hour of 1:30 
pm, or as soon thereafter as this 
case may be heard, a hearing on 
the Petition for Adjudication of 
Wardship will be held. 
NOW, THEREFORE, unless you 
and All Whom It May Concern 
file your answer to the Petition 
in this action or otherwise file 
your appearance herein in the 

hearing on said date and at said 
hour and show cause against 
the Petition, the allegations of 
the Petition may stand admitted 
against you and an Order or 
Judgment by Default may be 
entered against you for the relief 
asked in the Petition. 
You must also know that 
upon service of this Notice 
by Publication, you will not be 
entitled to further written or 
publication notice of proceed-
ings in this case, except as 
required by Supreme Court Rule 
11, which provides that notice is 
to be sent through regular mail 
to the attorney of record of a 
party or to a party’s address of 
record with the court, when he is 
not represented by an attorney. 

Dated this  16th day of July, 
2020. 

Angela R Barrett 
Clerk of the Circuit Court
ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

LEGAL NOTICE STATE OF 
ILLINOIS IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE EIGHTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CURCUIT, EDGAR 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS Probate 
Division In the Matter of the 
Estate of Barbara Le Hays, 
Deceased Case No. 2020 P 11 
Claim Notice. Notice is given of 
the death of Barbara Le Hays, of 
Durham County, North Carolina. 
Letters of Office were issued 
on March 19, 2020 to: Lloyd 
P. Hays and Richard B. Hays 
whose attorney is: Candice B. 
Minjares, Kennon Craver, PLLC, 
4011 University Drive Suite 300 
Durham, North Carolina 27707. 
Claims against the estate may 
be filed within six months from 
the date of first publication. Any 
claim not filed within six months 
from the date of first publication 
or claims not filed within three 
months from the date of mailing 
or delivery of Notice to Creditor, 
whichever is later, shall be 
barred. Claims may be filed in 
the office of the Clerk of Circuit 
Court Edgar County- Probate 
Administration at 115 W. Court 
Street Room M. Paris, Illinois 
61944, or with the representa-
tives or both. Copies of claims 
filed with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to their attorney 
within ten days after it has been 
filed. Angie Barrett Clerk of the 
Circuit Court Published in The 
Prairie Press Jul 25, Aug 1, Aug 8, 
posted 07/25/2020

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

KENOSHA COUNTY
PUBLICATION SUMMONS

Case No. 20CV465

TO: Cameron Malone
23356 N. 1525th St.
Chrisman IL 61924-7001

THE STATE OF WISCONSIN:  
To each person named above as 
a defendant:

You are hereby being notified 
that the Plaintiff Carthage 
College has filed a lawsuit or 
other legal action against you.  
The Complaint, which is also 
served upon, states the nature 
and basis of the legal action.
  
Within forty (40) days after 
08/01/2020, you must respond 
with a written answer, as that 
term is used in Chapter 802 of 
the Wisconsin Statutes, to the 
complaint.  The court may reject 
or disregard an answer that does 
not follow the requirements of 
the statutes.  The answer must 
be sent or delivered to the Court, 
whose address is 912 56th 
Street, Kenosha, WI 53140 and 
to Plaintiff’s attorney, Howard, 
Solochek & Weber, S.C., whose 
address is 1800 E. Howard 
Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
53207.  You may have an attor-
ney help you or represent you.

 If you do not provide a proper 
answer within forty (40) days, 
the court may grant judgment 
against you for the award of 
money or other legal action 
requested in the Complaint 
and you may lose your right to 
object to anything that is or may 
be incorrect in the complaint. A 
judgment may be enforced as 
provided by law.  A judgment 
awarding money may become 
a lien against any real estate 
you own now or in the future, 
and may also be enforced by 

garnishment or seizure of 
property.

This communication is from a 
debt collector and is an attempt 
to collect a debt.  Any informa-
tion obtain will be used for that 
purpose.

Dated at Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
this July 22, 2020.
    
Howard, Solochek & Weber, S.C. 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 

By: Electronically signed by 
Jonathan H. Dudley
State Bar No. 1000761

Post Office Address
1800 E. Howard Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53207
(414) 272-0760

ANNUAL
TOWN MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN To 
the legal voters, residents of the 
Town of Edgar in the County of 
Edgar and State of Illinois, that 
the Annual Town Meeting of said 
Town will take place on Tuesday, 
August 11, 2020 being the 
second Tuesday of said month 
at the hour of 6:30 PM for the 
transaction of the miscella-
neous business of the said town; 
and after a Moderator having 
been elected, will proceed to 
hear and consider reports of 
officers, and decide on such 
measures as may, in pursuance 
of law, come before the meeting.  
There are currently no items on 
the agenda.  Meeting will be held 
at Edgar Township Building.

Hunter Township (Edgar 
County)

Public Hearing Notice

Hunter Township has substan-
tially completed the scope 
of work associated with a 
Community Development Block 
Grant Program (CDBG) funded 
public infrastructure grant used 

to construct water distribution 
system improvements / rural 
water main extensions project 
and related costs in target 
areas of Hunter Township (Edgar 
County).  The grant was awarded 
and administered by the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity (DCEO).  
Accordingly, a notice is hereby 
given that a public hearing will 
be held on Tuesday, August 11, 
2020 at 5:45 p.m. at the Keys 
Manufacturing Building (Hunter 
Township board meeting 
location), 13338 N 1900th 
Street, Paris, Illinois 61944.  
The purpose of the hearing is 
to afford all citizens the oppor-
tunity to provide oral and/or 
written comments concerning 
the grant and the overall project 
performance.  Those attending 
the public hearing will be pro-
vided information including, but 
not limited to: (1) project and 
grant costs, (2) time schedules, 
(3) project outcomes, (4) 
completed scope of work.  The 
Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) was a request for 
monies to finance public infra-
structure costs related to the 
construction of a targeted rural 
water main extensions project 
and related costs located in 

Hunter Township.

Joel Hollis, Township Supervisor
Hunter Township

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

County of Edgar
City of Paris

Section No. 20-00000-00-GM
Route Various

Sealed proposals for the 
furnishing or delivering and 
installing materials required in 
the construction/maintenance 
of the above Section will be re-
ceived and at that time publicly 
opened and read at the office 
of CITY CLERK/CITY HALL, 206 
SOUTH CENTRAL AVENUE, 
PARIS, IL 61944 until 10:00 A.M. 
on August 17, 2020.

Plans and proposal forms will 
be available in the office of 
FRANCIS ENGINEERING, 330 
NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE, 
PARIS, IL 61944.

By Order of  CITY OF PARIS        
(Awarding Authority)        

Date    07/10/2020                 
Bridgett Anderson                    
 Municipal Clerk

SATURDAY,  
AUGUST 1, 2020 7B

TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
evelyn@prairiepress.net
patti@prairiepress.net

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach every home in 
Edgar County, three heavy-duty, all-weather signs (like the one surround-
ing this ad), 140 fluorescent green pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle 
sale, pre-sale checklist, sales record form.

All this for just $800!!!!

217-921-3309 10 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

Online Only Auction
Includes Rosa McKinney Estate, 

Shirley Stone (downsizing) & others 
Bidding opens

Thursday, July 30 - Thursday, Aug. 13 
Begins to close at 6 p.m. (IL)

Go to calliebaber.hibid.com to register

22298 N. Hwy 1  • Marshall, IL
FOR SALE BY OWNERFOR SALE BY OWNER

3 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 
approx. 1700 sq. ft., fireplace, 2 car 

attached garage, basement, new 
flooring, new furnace

Call (217) 826-3100 to view this home

101 N. Central Ave., Paris    217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  

STORE IT

Call
Today

or 
Stop By
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A&R Service
“Anything from the Roof to the Sewer”

PARIS, ILLINOIS
Full service contractor, 

electrical, plumbing repairs, 
security cams, computers, 

Wi-Fi help upgrades.
32 Years Experience - Many references

217-251-8354 

FFBT.com

A Directory of area Businesses

At Your Service

KITCHENS, BATHS & MORE

(765) 832-6003
120 S. Washington St. • Clinton, IN

Take advantage of our FREE estimates and 
design service, sales and installation when 
you purchase everything from hardwoods 

to cabinets. No hidden fees!

KBMKBM

Proudly serving Paris, Clinton, 
Rockville and the entire 

Wabash Valley

(765) 832-7654
362 E. 4th St.  Clinton, IN 47842

327 N. Central St.  217-466-5511
Parts, Sales & Service

Authorized dealer for 

Gravely Mowers

If you’re looking for 
quick oil change 
come in anytime 
and jump in line.

(217) 712-2793   
1708 S. Main, Paris

We work on all 
Makes and Models
Domestic • European • Japanese • German

We sell and install carpet, vinyl, 
hardwood/laminate floors and vinyl tile. 
CARPET CLEANING NOW AVAILABLE

Call for an appointment
(217) 948-5555

750 West Illinois Rt. 16 • Kansas, IL

Gopher Gopher 
ExcavatingExcavating

(217) 463-1083
15624 US HWY 150 • Paris, IL

Site work, foundations, footings, 
grade work, drainage, tiling, 

demolition

Better skin, Better hair. Better water from Culligan
•Free Water Analysis
•Softeners, Filters &
•Drinking Water Systems
•Bottled Water Delivery
•Reverse Osmosis Systems

•Bacteria Reduction
•Salt Delivery Available
•Financing Available
•Commercial-Industrial
   Factory Trained 
•Installation & ServiceSales - Service - Rentals

1-800-252-2089
www.culligan.com

914 18th St.
Charleston, IL

Local and regional transportation 
access in Paris, Marshall, Mattoon 

Champaign, and beyond!

CALL US TODAY AT 
844-718-1882

to schedule your ride5251 N Terre Haute Rd • Paris, IL

Hoof & Paw 
Boarding

Pet Boarding and Grooming
Family Owned and Operated Since 2000

Boarding
Cindy - 217-466-5488

Grooming
Andrea - 217-254-1663

327 N. Central St.  217-466-5511
Parts, Sales & Service

Authorized dealer for 

Gravely Mowers

217-465-4733
www.parkwaycomputers.com

parkwaycomputers2@gmail.com

Parkway ComputersParkway Computers
804 Grandview St. Paris, IL 61944

Suite#1
Custom Built Computers
Internet Service Available
Quality Sales & Service

NEW LOCATION!

STOP IN FOR MID-SEASON STOP IN FOR MID-SEASON 
                    DISCOUNTS!DISCOUNTS!

3203 S 7th St  
Terre Haute, IN 47802

812-917-4364
wabashvalleyarmory@gmail.com

wabashvalleyarmory.org

Landscapes, Hardscapes, 
Trimming, & more!

Brandon Brinkley  217-251-4065
21914 N 1300th St. • Chrisman, IL
outdoorbrothers2014@gmail.com

2120 S. Main St. • Paris, IL

POOLS & SPASIntegrityIntegrity
•  Bullfrog Spas  •  Bioguard Chemicals•  Bullfrog Spas  •  Bioguard Chemicals

•  Sales  •  Service  •  Spa Chemicals  
•  Computerized Water Analysis

(217) 465-8484
www.d-isupply.com 

WHITE SHEET METAL
 HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

217-465-3195
Serving the Paris area

 for all your HVAC needs, 
from new installation to 
repair on most makes 

and models.
Your Hometown Boys for over 50 years!

Paris Branch
8964 N Terre Haute Rd • (217) 465-7641

602 N. High Street 
in Paris

Closed Monday
Open Tues-Friday 7am-4pm

217-463-5035

McHenry’s 
BARBER SHOP

 

Located at 1201 US HWY 40 
in West Terre Haute

      Open Monday-Friday 
8am-4:30pm EST

 WE NOW BUY CONVERTERS    

Sugar Creek
  Scrap, INC. 812-533-2147

Aluminum • Brass • Copper 
• Steel • Tin • E-Scrap

1600 S Main St, Paris, IL

MARTIN SHOWS PIG

Special to The Prairie Press

Chayse Martin participated in the swine competition for the vir-
tual Edgar County 4-H Fair. His photo was inadvertently omitted 
from the special section about the online fair that appeared in 
the July 18 issue of The Prairie Press.

EGGLESTON SHOWS PIE

Special to The Prairie Press

Wayne Eggleston shows the pie he made for the virtual Ed-
gar County Fair. In addition to the foods category, he also 
participated in the rabbit show. His photo was inadvertent-
ly omitted from the special section about the online fair 
that appeared in the July 18 issue of The Prairie Press.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA – Food pres-
ervation techniques, such as 
canning, freezing or pickling, 
increase the shelf-life of food. 
When done correctly, fami-
lies have delicious, safe and 
healthy food to enjoy through-
out the winter months. Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension 
will provide safe food pres-
ervation tips throughout Au-
gust.

"Many food preservation 
practices have changed since 
your grandmother’s time," 
said Diane Reinhold, Illinois 
Extension nutrition and well-
ness educator. "Staying up-to-
date is vital to ensure you are 
producing safe, quality foods 
for you and your family."

Carefully following tested 
recipes and using the correct 
equipment is key, Reinhold 
said. For example, metal screw 
bands should be removed 
from jars after canning to 
avoid rust forming from mois-
ture under the lids. 

Many traditional preserva-
tion practices have been de-
termined to increase risk for 
harmful food-based illnesses. 

For example, though a main-
stay for families in the middle 
of the 20th century, half-gal-
lon jars are now only recom-
mended for use with acidic 
fruit juices.

Because of the need for a 
temperature of 240 degrees, 
pressure canners are the only 
safe method for processing 
many vegetables, meats, poul-
try, seafood and soups at home. 

"It is that combination of 
high temperature, a prolonged 
processing time and acid level 
that will destroy the bacte-
ria and toxic bacterial spores 
produced by C. botulinum 
spores," Reinhold said. 

Two outdated methods in-
clude open kettle and dry can-
ning methods.

Illinois Extension offered 
a virtual eight-week summer 
webinar series on home food 
preservation practices cover-
ing a variety of topics ranging 
from the basics on canning, 
fermenting, freezing and de-
hydrating to sessions focused 
on preserving jams and jellies, 
pickles, apples and tomato 
products. More than 1,500 
people attended one or more 
of the webinars. The Fill Your 
Pantry: Home Food Preserva-
tion recorded webinar series is 
available online at no cost by 
visiting go.illinois.edu/nutri-
tionandwellness.

Extension answers 
preservation questions
Classes cover 
common problems 
and inquiries

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?
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